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THE  GENERAL  POOR  RELIEF  ACT 


(Act  of  1925,  P.  L.  762,  with  amendments  thereto  made  at  the  Legisla- 
tive Sessions  of  1927,  1929,  1931,  1933  and  1935) 

No.  413 
AN  ACT 

Concerning  poor  relief  and  the  creation  and  government  of  poor  districts  and  the 
administration  of  the  same  in  all  counties  of  the  Commonwealth,  except  in  coun- 
ties of  the  first  and  second  class;  and  revising,  amending,  consolidating  and 
changing  the  law  relating  thereto. 

CHAPTER  I 
PRELIMINARY  PROVISIONS 

ARTICLE  I 
NAME  AND  EFFECTIVE  DATE 

Section  1.  Be  it  enacted,  &c..  That  this  act  shall  be  known  and  may 
be  cited  as  "The  General  Poor  Relief  Act  of  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five."  This  act  shall  take  efifect  on  the  first  Monday 
of  January,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-six. 

Section  2.  What  Act  Does  Not  Include.  This  act  does  not  include 
any  provisions  and  shall  not  be  construed  to  repeal  anv  acts  relating 
to: 

(a)  The  procedure  for  the  collection  of  municipal  claims  by  liens. 

(b)  The  amount  and  method  of  incurring  or  increasing  bonded 
indebtedness. 

(c)  Election  officers  and  conduct  of  elections. 

(d)  Care  of  the  insane  or  feeble-minded,  epileptic,  or  habit  cases. 

(e)  Boards  of  Health. 

(f)  Common  schools. 

(g)  Constables. 

(h)  Justices  of  the  peace,  except  as  to  their  authority  to  grant 
orders  of  poor  relief,  which  is  hereby  expressly  withdrawn. 

(i)  Validations  of  elections,  bonds,  ordinances,  and  acts  of  corpo- 
rate of!icers. 

Section  3.  Constitution  of  Existing  Laws.  The  provisions  of  this 
act,  so  far  as  they  are  the  same  as  those  of  existing  laws,  are  intended 
as  a  continuation  of  such  laws  and  not  as  new  enactments.  The  repeal 
by  this  act  of  any  act  of  Assembly  or  part  thereof  shall  not  revive  any 
act  or  part  thereof  heretofore  repealed  or  superseded.  The  provisions 
of  this  act  shall  not  affect  any  act  done,  liability  incurred,  or  right  ac- 
crued or  vested,  or  affect  any  suit  or  prosecution  pending  or  to  be  in- 
stituted to  enforce  any  right  or  penalty  or  punish  any  offense  under  the 
authority  of  such  repealed  laws.  Any  person  holding  office  under  any 
act  of  Assembly  repealed  by  this  act  shall  continue  to  hold  such  office 
until  the  expiration  of  the  term  thereof,  subject  to  the  conditions  at- 
tached to  such  office  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act. 
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Section  4.  Proz'isioiis  Severable.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
he  severable  and  if  any  of  the  provision  shall  be  held  to  be  unconstitutional 
such  decision  shall  not  affect  the  validity  of  any  of  the  remaining  pro- 
visions of  this  act. 

Section  5.  Reference  to  Prior  Aet  by  Title.  Whenever  in  this  act 
reference  is  made  to  any  act  by  title  such  reference  shall  also  apply- 
to  and  include  any  codification  wherein  the  provisions  of  the  act  re- 
ferred to  are  substantially  re-enacted. 

Section  6.  Preservation  of  Existing  Rights  and  Liabilities.  When- 
ever the  territory  of  any  poor  district  is  changed  in  extent,  all  liabili- 
ties incurred,  rights  and  all  suits  and  prosecutions  pending  or  to  be 
instituted  to  enforce  any  right  or  penalty  accrued  or  punish  any  offense 
committed  prior  to  such  change,  shall  continue  with  the  same  force  and 
effect  as  if  no  such  change  had  been  made. 

Section  7.  Act  Not  Complete  System  for  Poor  Taxes.  This  act 
does  not  provide  a  complete  system  for  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  poor  taxes.  All  acts  and  parts  of  acts  relating  to  poor  taxes  in  force 
prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act  which  are  not  reenacted  or  specifically 
or  impliedly  repealed  by  this  act  shall  remain  in  force  in  the  same  manner 
as  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act. 

Section  8.  Act  Supersedes  and  Prevails  over  Previous  Enactments 
Found  Inconsistent  or  Incompatible.  The  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
supersede  and  prevail  over  any  previous  enactments,  ordiances,  regu- 
lations, and  rules  foimd  to  be  inconsistent  or  incompatible  herewith. 

ARTICLE  II 
DEFINITIONS 

Section  10.  Definitions.  The  following  are  defined  within  the  mean- 
ing of  this  act : 

(a)  "A  poor  person"  is  one  who  is  unable  to  maintain  himself  or 
those  dependent  upon  him. 

(b)  "Directors"  shall  be  taken  to  include  and  mean,  unless  obvi- 
ously otherwise,  directors  of  the  poor,  county  commissioners  acting  as 
directors  of  the  poor,  guardians  of  the  poor,  directors  of  the  home  for 
the  destitute,  overseers,  overseers  of  the  poor,  or  any  other  public  of- 
ficer by  whatever  title  designated  chargeable  with  the  duty  of  mainte- 
nance of  paupers  or  the  granting  of  poor  relief. 

(c)  "District"  means  and  includes  any  political  subdivision  of  the 
State  operating  as  a  separate  unit  or  cjuasi-municipal  corporation  in  car- 
ing for  the  poor. 

(d)  "Almshouse"  shall  include  and  mean  the  county  home,  poor- 
house,  home  for  the  destitute,  or  any  other  building  or  place,  by  what- 
ever title  designated,  where  poor  persons  are  maintained  at  the  public 
expense. 

(e)  A  "settlement"  of  a  person  shall  be  his  right  under  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act  to  relief  in  any  particular  poor  district. 

(f)  The  word  "may"  shall  be  construed  to  be  permissive. 

(g)  The  masculine  noun  or  pronoun  shall  include  the  feminine. 

(h)  "Public  charge"  shall  mean  a  person  to  whom  poor  relief  from 
public  funds  is  necessary  for  his  maintenance — a  pauper. 
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CHAPTER  II 


CREATION  AND  ADMINISTRATION  OF  POOR  DISTRICTS 

ARTICLE  I 

Section  200.  Each  County  Made  a  District,  witli  Five  Exceptions. 
— For  the  purpose  of  furnisliing  relief  to  poor  persons,  giving  tliem 
employment,  and  carrying  out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  each  county 
of  this  Commonwealth  is  hereby  created  a  district  to  be  known  as 
"  County  Poor  District":  Provided,  however, 

(a)  The  several  poor  districts  w^ithin  the  county  of  Philadelphia 
shall  remain  as  at  present  fixed  and  administered  and  shall  not  be- 
come subject  to  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

(b)  The  poor  districts  within  the  county  of  Allegheny  ^hali  re- 
main as  at  present  fixed  and  administered  and  shall  not  become  sub- 
ject to  any  of  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

(c)  The  counties  of  Carbon,  Fulton,  Cameron,  Luzerne,  Centre, 
Columbia,  Montour,  Northumberland,  Susquehanna,  Wayne,  and  Lacka- 
wanna shall  be  excepted  herefrom  so  far  as  relates  to  the  territorial  sub- 
division thereof  into  districts. 

(d)  The  poor  districts  in  Westmoreland  County,  whose  corporate 
name  is  the  Directors  of  a  Home  for  the  Destitute  of  the  County  of 
Westmoreland,  shall  retain  its  name  and  be  administered  as  at  present. 

(As  finally  amended  1931,  May  28,  P.  L.  208.) 

Note :  In  addition  to  the  exceptions  in  this  section,  county  unit  poor 
districts  were  abolished  in  the  Counties  of  Lhiion,  Snyder  and  Juniata 
by  the  Act  of  May  21,  1931,  P.  L.  18L  Borough  and  Township  dis- 
tricts were  reestablished  by  said  act  in  these  counties. 

Section  201.  Four  Classes  of  Districts.  Poor  districts  coterminous 
with  counties  having  a  population  of  one  million  five  hundred  thousand 
inhabitants  and  over  shall  constitute  districts  of  the  first  class. 

Poor  districts  coterminous  with  counties  having  a  population  of  eight 
hundred  thousand  and  more,  but  less  than  one  million  five  hundred  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  shall  constitute  districts  of  the  second  class. 

Poor  districts  coterminous  with  counties  having  a  population  of  one 
hundred  thousand  and  more,  but  less  than  eight  hundred  thousand  in- 
habitants, shall  constitute  districts  of  the  third  class. 

Poor  districts  coterminous  with  counties  having  a  population  of  less 
than  one  hundred  thousand  inhabitants  shall  constitute  districts  of  the 
fourth  class. 

Section  202.  Poor  District  System  Preserved  in  Excepted  I'erri- 
tory. — In  the  counties  of  Carbon,  Fulton,  Cameron,  Centre,  Columbia. 
Lackawanna,  Montour,  Luzerne,  Northumberland,  Susquehanna,  and 
Wayne,  the  number  of  directors,  overseers,  and  authorities  in  charge  of 
said  districts,  the  manner  of  their  election  or  appointment,  and  the  ad- 
ministrative system  of  giving  poor  relief,  shall  continue  as  now  vested 
by  law,  but  all  of  said  poor  districts  shall  for  all  other  purposes  be  sub- 
ject to  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

(As  finally  amended  1931,  May  28,  P.  L.  208.) 

Note:  Section  3  of  the  Act  of  May  28,  1931,  P.  L.  208.  provides 
that  "The  several  city,  borough,  township,  and  other  poor  districts  as 
now  existing  in  said  county  of  Lycoming,  and  the  city  of  Bradford  dis- 


trict,  in  the  county  of  McKean,  are  hereby  aboHshed  as  and  when  the 
county  cHstrict  is  fully  organized  and  ready  to  receive  and  care  for  the 
poor  of  said  local  poor  districts  as  provided  in  the  act  to  which  this  is 
an  amendment." 

ARTICLE  II 

Section  210.  Disposition  of  Property  of  Old  District.  Upon  the 
taking  effect  of  this  act  the  title  to  all  real  and  personal  property,  equip- 
ment, and  supplies  now  owned  by  the  various  township,  borough,  city, 
or  other  poor  districts  which  have  been  abolished,  is  disposed  of  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit : 

That  of  each  township  poor  district  is  hereby  transferred  to  and 
vested  in  the  township  by  which  owned.  The  township  commissioners 
in  first  class  townships  and  supervisors  in  second  class  townships  are 
hereby  given  the  power  and  authority  to  sell  the  same  and  transfer  the 
title  thereto.  The  proceeds  thereof,  together  with  all  other  moneys  of 
such  districts,  shall  be  used  for  township  purposes. 

That  of  each  borough  poor  district  is  hereby  transferred  to  and 
vested  in  the  borough  by  which  owned.  The  council  and  burgess  of 
such  borough  are  hereby  given  the  power  and  authority  to  sell  the 
same  and  transfer  the  title  thereto.  The  proceeds  thereof,  together  with 
all  other  moneys  of  such  district,  shall  be  used  for  borough  purposes. 

That  of  each  city  poor  district  is  hereby  transferred  to  and  vested 
in  the  city  by  which  owned.  The  council  and  mayor  of  such  city  are 
hereby  given  the  power  and  authority  to  sell  the  same  and  transfer 
the  title  thereto.  The  proceeds  thereof,  together  with  all  other  moneys 
of  such  districts,  shall  be  Used  for  city  purposes. 

That  of  each  poor  district  other  than  those  named  above  is  hereby 
transferred  to  and  vested  in  the  constituent  political  units  composing 
said  district  in  proportion  to  the  taxable  valuation  of  real  estate  in  said 
constituent  units.  The  municipal  authorities  of  said  constituent  units 
are  hereby  given  the  power  and  authority  to  sell  the  same  and  transfer 
the  title  thereto.  The  proceeds  thereof,  together  with  all  other  moneys 
of  such  district,  shall  be  used  for  the  purposes  of  such  constituent  units. 

The  directors  of  the  poor  of  any  district  are  hereby  given  the  power 
and  authority  to  take  and  use  any  such  real  estate  if  adaptable  to  the 
care  of  the  poor,  either  by  agreement  with  the  owners  or  by  the  exercise 
of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  as  provided  in  sections  seven  hundred 
and  five  and  seven  hundred  and  eleven  hereof. 

The  sales  above  authorized  shall  be  made  only  under  the  direction 
and  supervision  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  proper  county  and 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  sections  seven  hundred  and  three 
and  seven  hundred  and  four  hereof,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be  applicable 
and  the  proceeds  thereof  distributed  by  said  court. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  relate  to  the 
property  of  any  county  poor  district,  and  the  property  of  any  such 
county  poor  district  shall  be  vested  in  the  county  poor  district  created 
by  this  act  and  be  under  the  control  of  the  directors  of  the  poor  of  such 
county  poor  district. 

(Amended  1927,  May  13,  P.  L.  1008.) 

Section  211.  Election  uf  Officers. — The  directors  of  the  poor  may 
elect  and  fix  the  compensation  of  a  superintendent,  a  matron  or  matrons, 
a  physician,  an  attorney,  a  trained  welfare  worker  or  workers,  and  all 
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other  necessary  employes  and  assistants,  all  of  whom  shall  be  subject  to 
removal  by  the  directors  of  the  poor  at  any  time.  They  may  require 
bond,  with  security  in  such  amount  as  they  deem  proper,  from  any  officer 
or  employe  appointed. 

(Amended  1929,  April  11,  P.  L.  519.) 

Section  212.  County  Treasurer  to  Be  Treasurer  of  District. — The 
treasurer  of  such  county  shall  be  treasurer  of  said  poor  district,  shall 
receive  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  district,  and  pay  out  the  same  on 
warrants  drawn  by  the  directors  of  the  poor.  The  accounts  of  the 
treasurer  with  the  said  district  shall  be  audited  by  the  county  controller 
or  county  auditors  of  said  county,  in  accordance  with  the  laws  relating 
to  accounts  of  county  treasurers. 

The  directors  of  the  poor  shall  require  the  count)'  treasurer  to  give 
bond,  with  sufficient  surety,  in  such  amount  as  they  shall  determine 
requisite,  for  the  safekeeping  and  proper  payment  of  all  moneys  that 
come  into  his  hands  on  account  of  said  district.  The  premium  or  pre- 
miums for  any  such  bond  or  bonds  shall  be  paid  by  the  directors  of  the 
poor. 

The  directors  of  the  poor  in  all  poor  districts  coterminos  with  counties 
of  the  third  class  shall,  from  time  to  time,  designate,  by  resolution,  a  de- 
pository or  depositories  for  all  moneys  belonging  to  the  district.  Such 
depository  or  depositories  shall  be  banks,  banking  institutions,  or  trust 
companies  located  in  the  Commonzvealth.  Depositories  so  designated 
shall,  upon  receipt  of  notice  of  their  selection  as  depository  of  funds  of 
the  poor  district,  furnish  a  bond  to  secure  payment  of  deposits  and  any 
interest  to  the  poor  district,  secured  by  a  surety  company  or  individual 
sureties,  or  by  the  depositing  in  escrow  of  sec^irities  to  be  approved  by 
the  directors  of  the  poor  of  such  poor  districts.  Such  bonds  shall  be 
in  a  sum  to  be  fixed  by  resolution  of  the  directors  of  the  poor. 

The  county  treasurer  shall,  upon  the  designation  of  such  depository 
or  depositories,  immediately  transfer  thereto  the  funds  of  such  poor  dis- 
trict, and  shall  thereafter  keep  such  deposits  solely  in  such  depository 
or  depositories  in  the  name  of  such  poor  district.  No  county  treasurer 
complying  with  the  provisions  of  this  section,  nor  his  surety  or  sureties, 
shall  be  chargeable  with  losses  of  poor  district  funds  caused  by  the  failure 
or  negligence  of  such  depository  or  depositories. 

(Amended  1933,  May  26,  P.  L.  1073.) 

Section  213.  Notice  to  Overseers  and  Directors.  As  soon  as  the 
directors  of  the  poor  are  prepared  to  accommodate  the  poor  of  said 
district  they  shall  give  notice  of  the  same  by  personal  notice  upon  each 
of  the  directors  or  overseers  of  the  poor  of  each  township,  borough,  city, 
or  other  poor  district  within  said  county,  and  also  by  publication  once  a 
week  for  three  weeks  in  two  newspapers  in  said  county. 

Section  214.  Removal  of  Poor  to  County  Home.  Immediately  after 
notice  that  the  directors  of  the  poor  are  prepared  to  accommodate  the 
poor  of  said  district,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  or  overseers 
of  the  poor  of  each  township,  borough,  city,  or  other  poor  district  within 
said  county,  to  remove  all  poor  persons  entitled  to  relief  to  the  poor- 
house,  as  designated  by  the  directors  of  the  poor,  and  deliver  them  to  the 
custody  of  the  superintendent,  and  from  and  after  such  time  no  expense 
for  help,  assistance,  and  maintenance  of  poor  and  destitute  shall  be  in- 
curred by  such  directors  or  overseers. 
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Section  215.  Local  Poor  Districts  Abolished. — After  delivery  of  the 
poor  and  destitute  to  the  directors  of  the  poor,  as  provided  in  section 
two  hundred  and  fourteen,  the  various  township,  borough,  city,  or  other 
poor  districts  witliin  any  such  county  are  hereby  abolished,  and  the 
directors  or  overseers  of  the  poor  in  such  poor  districts  cease  to  act  in 
such  capacity,  and  said  offices  are  hereby  abolished  except  so  far  as  may 
be  necessary  to  collect  outstanding  taxes,  settle  the  accounts,  pay  the 
debts  incurred,  and  wind  up  the  unfinished  business  transactions  of  such 
district. 

Nothing  contained  in  this  section  shall  be  construed  to  apply  to  any 
county  poor  district.  Any  county  poor  district,  existing  prior  to  the 
passage  of  this  act,  shall  constitute  the  county  poor  district  created  by 
this  act. 

(Amended  1927,  May  13,  P.  L.  1008.) 

Note— Section  3  of  the  Act  of  May  13,  1927,  P.  L.  1008,  provides 
"that  nothing  contained  in  the  act  (the  Poor  Relief  Act)  to  which  this 
is  an  amendment  shall  be  construed  as  having  at  any  time,  divested  any 
county  poor  district  of  the  title  to  such  poor  property ;  but  said  act  shall 
be  construed  as  having  intended  to  vest  the  property  of  any  county  poor 
district  in  the  district  created  by  said  act." 

Section  216.  Directors  to  Provide  Suitable  Buildings. — Whenever 
in  any  poor  district  no  adequate  site  or  suitable  buildings  are  available 
for  the  care  of  the  poor,  or  whenever  the  lands,  buildings,  furnishings, 
and  equipment  for  maintaining  the  poor  in  such  poor  districts  are  in- 
adequate, unsuitable,  or  unsafe  for  the  proper  maintaining  of  the  poor 
within  such  district,  the  directors  of  the  poor  are  authorized  to  purchase 
or  acquire  by  right  of  eminent  domain  and  take  title  in  the  name  of  the 
district  such  lands  as  to  them  may  appear  most  eligible  and  suitable  for 
the  purpose  of  the  erection  thereon  of  proper,  adequate,  and  suitable 
buildings  for  the  employment  and  support  of  the  poor  in  such  district. 
Any  such  purchase  or  acquisition  shall  be  only  with  the  approval  of  the 
court  of  common  pleas. 

After  the  purchase  or  acquisition  of  such  lands  the  said  directors  of 
the  poor  or  a  majority  of  them,  are  authorized  to  have  prepared  plans 
and  specifications  in  accordance  with  existing  law  and  to  cause  the  neces- 
sary iDuildings  to  be  erected  upon  the  lands  according  to  said  plans  and 
specifications. 

Before  the  said  directors  of  the  poor  shall  let  any  contract  for  the 
erection  of  said  buildings,  according  to  plans  and  specifications  adopted, 
they  shall  advertise  in  two  or  more  newspapers  of  general  circulation  in 
such  county  for  bids  for  the  erection  of  buildings  on  said  lands,  accord- 
ing to  said  plans  and  specifications.  The  letting  of  the  contract  or  con- 
tracts for  the  erection  of  said  buildings  shall  first  be  approved  by  the 
court  of  common  pleas  in  such  county. 

All  proceedings  for  the  assessment  of  damages  for  property  taken, 
injured,  or  destroyed,  under  the  exercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  do- 
main in  this  section  conferred,  shall  be  in  accordance  with  proceedings 
provided  for  by  sections  seven  hundred  and  five  to  seven  hundred  and 
eleven  inclusive  hereof. 

The  county  commissioners  of  the  proper  county  shall,  either  by  levy 
of  a  tax  or  by  the  issue  and  sale  of  bonds  of  the  county,,  provide  the 
funds,  which  in  connection  with  any  other  moneys  available,  shall  be 
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needed  for  the  erection  of  said  buildings,  furnishings  and  equipment 
and  the  purchase  or  acquisition  of  said  lands. 
(Amended  1929,  May  6,  P.  L.  1563.) 

Section  217.  Sale  of  Poor  Property. — After  the  construction,  equip- 
ment, and  furnishing  of  new  buildings  the  directors  of  the  poor,  with 
the  approval  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  proper  county,  are 
authorized  to  sell  the  site  or  buildings  of  any  disused  county  poorhouse 
and  apply  the  proceeds  of  such  sale,  together  with  such  sums  of  money 
belonging  to  the  poor  district  as  may  be  approved  by  said  court  by 
whomsoever  the  same  may  be  held  or  deposited,  toward  the  payment 
for  such  new  lands,  buildings,  equipment,  and  furnishings. 

Section  218.  Viewers  of  New  Buildings. — Whenever  new  buildings 
shall  be  finished  and  completed  the  said  directors  of  the  poor  shall  certify 
their  proceedings  to  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  said  county,  where- 
upon the  said  court  shall  appoint  three  competent  and  disinterested  per- 
sons as  viewers  to  view  and  thoroughly  examine  said  buildings  and  re- 
port to  the  court  whether  the  said  contract  or  contracts  have  been  faith- 
fully and  fully  performed  and  completed,  and  until  such  report  be  so 
made  final  payment  on  said  contract  or  contracts  shall  not  be  made.  The 
said  viewers  shall  be  entitled  to  a  sum  not  in  excess  of  ten  dollars  per 
day  for  each  day  necessarily  engaged  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  as 
the  court  shall  determine ;  to  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the  poor  district. 

Section  219.  Quorum.  Rules  and  Regulations. — A  majority  of  the 
directors  of  the  poor  shall  be  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business. 
They  shall  have  full  power  to  make  all  such  rules  and  regulations  as 
they  shall  think  proper,  convenient,  and  necessary  for  the  direction, 
government  ,and  support  of  the  poor,  the  poorhouse  and  grounds  and 
poor  farm  and  the  revenues  thereunto  belonging,  and  of  all  such  persons 
and  things  as  shall  come  under  their  care  or  cognizance ;  but  such  rules 
and  regulations  shall  not  be  repugnant  to  the  Constitution  or  laws  of 
this  State  or  of  the  United  States  and  shall  be  approved  by  the  court  of 
common  pleas  of  the  proper  county. 

Section  220.  Repairs  and  Improvements. — The  directors  of  the  poor 
shall  make  all  necessary  repairs  and  improvements  of  buildings  and 
grounds,  provide  for  the  cultivation  of  the  real  estate  and  all  things 
necessary  for  the  maintenance  and  employment  of  the  poor  of  such  dis- 
trict, and  use  the  proceeds  of  labor  of  the  poor  under  their  charge  in 
their  support  and  maintenance. 

Section  221.  Meetings,  Record  of  Proceedings. — Such  directors  of 
the  poor  shall  meet  at  least  once  a  month  at  the  poorhouse,  visit  the 
apartments,  inspect  the  management  of  the  work  upon  and  about  the 
real  estate,  see  that  the  poor  are  properly  treated,  and  hear  all  complaints, 
and  cause  all  grievances  that  may  happen  by  neglect,  to  be  redressed. 
They  shall  keep  a  record  of  their  proceedings,  which  shall  be  evidence  of 
their  action  in  any  subsequent  judicial  proceedings.  The  minute  book 
and  other  records  and  documents  of  every  poor  district  shall  be  open  to 
the  inspection  of  any  taxpayer  thereof,  but  the  proper  officers  may  make 
reasonable  rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  time  and  place  of  such 
tns^'^ection. 

(Amended  1935,  July  10,  P.  L.  645.) 
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Section  222.  Taxes ;  Levy  and  Collection  Of. — The  basis  of  taxation 
for  poor  purposes  shall  be  the  last  preceding  assessment  upon  real  prop- 
perty,  trades,  occupations,  and  professions  for  county  rates  and  levies. 

The  county  commissioners  shall,  upon  the  requisition  of  the  directors 
of  the  poor,  annually  collect  a  tax,  not  exceeding  in  one  year  ten  mills 
on  the  dollar  of  the  assessed  valuation,  for  the  purpose  of  supporting  the 
poor,  paying  officials  and  employes,  and  the  current  expense  of  manag- 
ing the  buildings  and  the  poor  farm.  The  taxes  shall  be  levied  at  the 
same  time  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  other  county  taxes. 

For  the  purpose  of  paying  any  debt  incurred  in  the  purchase  of  real 
estate  and  the  erection  of  buildings  and  to  redeem  bonds  authorized  by 
this  act,  and  also  for  the  purpose  of  making  permanent  improvements  on 
real  estate,  the  commissioners  shall  levy  a  special  tax,  which  shall  be 
payable  at  the  same  time  and  collected  in  the  same  manner  as  the  tax 
for  current  expenses ;  Provided,  however,  That  nothing  in  this  section 
shall  apply  to  any  district  wherein  the  directors  of  the  poor  now  have 
authority  to  levy  a  poor  tax. 

(Amended  1929,  May  6,  P.  L.  1563.) 

Section  223.  Audit  of  Accounts;  Financial  Report  to  Department  of 
Internal  Affairs. — The  directors  of  the  poor  shall  keep  accurate  accounts 
of  all  moneys  received  by  them  in  any  way  for  the  purposes  of  this  act 
as  well  as  all  paid  out,  including  such  reasonable  expenses  as  they  may 
incur  in  carrying  out  their  duties.  All  accounts  [under  this  act]  in 
county  unit  districts  shall  be  audited  by  the  county  controller  or  county 
auditors,  as  the  case  may  be.  In  all  other  poor  districts  the  accounts^ 
shall  be  audited  by  the  auditors  now  provided  for  by  law. 

The  controller,  auditor,  or  auditors,  authorized  by  lazv  to  audit  the 
accounts  of  any  poor  district,  shall  also  annually  make  a  report  of  the 
financial  condition  of  the  poor  district  to  the  Department  of  Internal 
Affairs,  signed  and  duly  verified  by  oath.  The  report  shall  be  presented 
on  a  uniform  form  prepared  and  furnished,  as  provided  in  section  two 
hundred  and  twenty-seven  of  this  act,  and  it  shall  be  filed  within  sixty 
days  after  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year.  Any  auditor  refusing  or  wilfully 
neglecting  to  file  such  report  shall,  upon  conviction  thereof  in  a  summary 
proceeding  brought  at  the  instance  of  the  Department  of  Internal  Af- 
fairs, be  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  five  dollars  for  each  day's  delay  be- 
yond sixty  days,  and  costs.  All  fines  recovered  shall  be  for  the  use 
of  the  Commonwealth. 

(Amended  1935,  July  19,  P.  L.  1342.) 

Section  224.  Inspection  of  Buildings,  Grounds,  and  Records. — The 
poorhouse  buildings  and  grounds  shall  at  all  times  be  open  to  inspection 
by  the  State  Department  of  Welfare  and  its  agents,  and  the  directors  of 
the  poor  shall  at  all  times,  when  required,  submit  to  the  inspection  and 
examination  by  said  Department  and  its  agents  of  all  their  books,  ac- 
counts, and  records. 

Section  225.  Temporary  Loans. — For  the  purpose  of  meeting  un- 
usual or  unforseen  demands  for  maintenance  or  support  of  the  poor^  of 
the  district  and  expenditures  in  the  operation  of  the  district  arising 
therefrom,  the  directors  may  borrow  money  and  give  temporary  notes 
therefor.  Such  temporary  notes  shall  not  be  for  a  longer  period  than 
six  months,  shall  not  bear  interest  at  a  higher  rate  than  six  per  centum, 
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shall  not  be  negotiated  for  less  than  par.  The  amount  of  such  tem- 
porary loans  shall  be  included  in  the  requisition  of  the  directors  of  the 
poor,  and  payment  thereof  shall  be  provided  for  by  the  county  commis- 
sioners in  the  next  annual  tax  levy. 

(Section  225,  added,  1931,  June  12,  P.  L.  524.) 

Section  226.  Budget  and  Financial  Requirements. — The  directors  of 
the  poor  in  any  poor  district  zvhich  is  not  coextensive  in  territory  with 
a  county  shall  annually,  at  least  thirty  days  prior  to  the  adoption  oj  the 
annual  budget,  prepare  a  proposed  budget  oj  the  amount  oj  junds  that 
zvill  be  required  by  the  poor  district  in  its  several  departments  jor  the 
ensuing  fiscal  year.  Such  proposed  budget  shall  be  prepared  on  a  uni- 
jorm  form,  prepared  and  jurnisJied  as  provided  in  section  tzvo  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  oj  this  act,  and  shall  be  apportioned  to  the  several 
classes  oj  expenditures  oj  the  district,  as  the  directors  oj  the  poor  thereoj 
may  determine.  Final  action  shall  not  be  taken  on  any  proposed  budget, 
in  which  the  estimated  expenditures  exceed  tzvo  thousand  dollars 
($2,000),  until  ajtcr  at  least  ten  days'  public  notice:  Provided,  however. 
That  nothing  in  this  act  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  any  poor  district 
whose  total  estimated  expenditures  do  not  exceed  two  thousand  dollars 
($2,000)  jrom  holding  a  public  Jiearing.  The  proposed  budget  shall  be 
published  or  otherwise  made  available  jor  public  inspection,  at  least  tzventy 
days  prior  to  the  date  set  jor  the  adoption  oj  the  budget.  The  directors, 
ajter  making  such  revisions  ami  changes  therein  as  appear  advisable, 
shall  adopt  the  budget  and  the  necessary  appropriation  measures  re- 
quired to  put  it  into  effect.  Within  fijteen  days  ajter  the  adoption  oj 
the  budget,  the  directors  shall  file  a  copy  oj  the  same  in  the  office  oj  the 
Department  of  Internal  Affairs. 

The  directors  shall  have  power  to  authorise  the  transfer,  within  the 
same  fund,  of  any  unencumbered  balances  or  any  portion  thereof  jrom 
one  spending  agency  to  another,  but  such  action  shall  be  taken  only 
during  the  last  nine  months  oj  the  fiscal  year. 

No  work  sliall  be  hired  to  be  done,  no  materials  purchased,  no  con- 
tracts made,  and  no  order  issued  jor  the  payment  oj  any  moneys  by  the 
directors,  in  any  amount  whicli  will  cause  the  sums  appropriated  to 
specific  purposes  to  be  exceeded. 

(Added  1935,  July  19,  P.  L.  1342.) 

Section  227 .  The  jorms  jor  the  annual  report  to  the  Department  oj 
Internal  Affairs,  as  required  in  section  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  oj 
this  act,  and  the  jorms  jor  the  annual  budget,  as  required  in  section  two 
hundred'  and  twenty-six,  shall  be  prepared  by  a  committee  consisting  oj 
three  representatives  jrom  the  Association  oj  Directors  oj  the  Poor  avid 
Charities  and  Corrections,  one  representative  jrom  the  Department  oj 
Public  Weljare,  and  the  Secretary  oj  Internal  Affairs  or  his  agent,  who 
shall  be  a  person  trained  in  the  field  oj  municipal  finance. 

Such  representatives  oj  the  directors  oj  the  poor  shall  be  appointed  by 
the  president  oj  said  organisation  witJiin  sixty  days  ajter  the  effective 
date  oj  this  act.  The  president  oj  said  organisation  shall  supply  to  the 
Secretary  oj  Internal  Affairs  the  names  and  addresses  oj  such  represent- 
atives immediatelv  upon  their  appointment.  The  representative  jrom  the 
Department  oj  Weljare  sliall  be  appointed  by  the  Secretary  oj  Public 
Weljare. 

Such  representatives  oj  the  directors  oj  the  poor  shall  serve  without 
compensation,  but  they  shall  be  reimbursed  by  the  Commonwealth  jor  all 
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necessary  expenses  incurred  in  attending  meetings  of  the  committee.  The 
committee  shall  meet  at  the  call  of  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  or 
his  agent,  who  shall  serve  as  chairman  of  the  committee. 

In  the  preparation  of  uniform  forms  for  financial  reports,  the  same 
shall  be  so  arranged  that  corresponding  information  required  to  be  re- 
ported to  the  Department  of  Welfare  may  be  used  for  the  information  re- 
quired to  be  furnished  to  the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs. 

It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  to  see  to  it  that 
the  forms  required  by  this  act  are  prepared  in  cooperation,  with  said  com- 
mittee. In  the  event  that  said  committee  should  for  any  reason  fail  to 
furnish  such  cooperation,  the  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs  or  his  agent 
shall  complete  the  preparation  of  the  forms.  After  they  are  prepared  he 
shall  issue  said  forms  and  distribute  them  annually,  as  needed,  to  the 
directors  of  the  poor. 

(Added  1935,  July  19,  P.  L.  1342.) 

CHAPTER  III 

ELECTIONS.    VACANCIES  IN  OFFICE 

Section  300.  Number  of  Directors. — The  number  of  directors  in  each 
district  is  fixed  at  three  in  all  districts  of  the  third  and  fourth  classes  and 
in  all  other  districts  except  where  a  different  number  now  prevails,  and 
their  term  of  office  is  fixed  at  four  years,  commencing  on  the  first  Mon- 
day of  January  next  succeeding  their  election :  Provided,  That  in  coun- 
ties where,  prior  to  the  passage  of  this  act,  the  county  commissioners 
were  the  directors  of  the  poor,  the  said  county  commissioners  shall  con- 
tinue under  this  act  as  directors  of  the  poor :  And  provided  further,  Thai 
where  county  poor  districts  were  first  created  under  this  act  as  county 
pool"  districts,  the  county  commissioners  shall  be  ex  officio  directors  of 
the  poor. 

(Amended  1927,  April  7,  P.  L.  148.) 

Section  301.  Election  in  Nezvly  Created  Districts. — At  the  first  muni- 
cipal election  in  a  district  newly  created  under  this  act  one  director  shall 
be  elected  for  two  years  and  two  directors  for  four  years. 

Section  302.    Election  of  Directors. — At  the  municipal  election  next 

preceding  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  any  director  of  the  poor  the  quali- 
fied voters  of  each  poor  district,  where  the  office  is  elective,  shall  elect  one 
or  more  directors  of  the  poor,  as  may  be  required,  and  in  case  of  election 
for  other  than  the  regular  term  such  fact  shall  be  designated. 

Section  303.  Vacancies. — In  case  of  vacancy  in  the  office  of  director 
by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  said  vacancy  shall  be  filled  by  ap- 
pointment by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions ;  said  appointee  to  serve  until 
the  first  Monday  of  January  next  succeeding  the  first  municipal  election, 
at  which  such  vacancy  can  by  law  be  filled  by  election,  and  at  such  election 
a  director  shall  be  elected  to  serve  for  the  unexpired  term. 

CHAPTER  IV 
SALARIES 

Section  400.  Salaries. — The  annual  salary  of  each  director  of  the  poor 
shall  remain  as  now  fixed  by  law,  to  be  paid  in  the  same  manner  as  em- 
ployes of  the  county. 
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CHAPTER  V 


RECORDS  AND  REPORTS 

Section  500.  Directors  to  Keep  Records  Prescribed  by  Department  of 
Welfare. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  of  the  poor,  or  other  per- 
sons having  charge  of  the  poor  in  the  several  districts,  and  of  all  directors 
and  managers  of  charitable  and  correctional  institutions  of  the  Common- 
wealth receiving  State-aid,  to  keep  their  records  after  the  manner  and  in 
the  form  prescribed  by  the  Department  of  Welfare  and  to  make  returns 
thereof  to  said  Department  at  such  times  as  they  may  direct,  and  in  de- 
fault thereof  the  person  or  persons  so  offending  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  to  be  used  for  and  collected  in 
the  name  of  the  said  Department  for  the  use  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Section  501.  Reports  of  Persons  Applying  for  Treatment  of  Disease. 
— All  superintendents  or  managers  or  other  persons  in  charge  of  hos- 
pitals, almshouses,  lying-in  hospitals,  or  other  institutions,  public  or  pri- 
vate, to  which  persons  resort  for  treatment  of  disease,  confinement,  or  are 
committed  by  process  of  law,  are  hereby  required  to  make  a  record  of  all 
of  the  personal  and  statistical  particulars  relative  to  the  inmates  in  their 
institutions,  as  directed  by  the  State  Registrar,  and  thereafter  such  record 
shall  be  by  them  made  for  all  future  inmates  at  the  time  of  their  ad- 
mission. And  in  case  of  persons  admitted  or  committed  for  medical 
treatment  of  disease,  the  physician  in  charge  shall  specify  for  entry  in 
the  record  the  nature  of  the  disease  and  where  in  his  opinion  it  was  con- 
tracted. The  personal  particulars  and  information  required  by  this  sec- 
tion shall  be  obtained  from  the  individual  himself,  if  it  is  practicable  to 
do  so,  and  when  they  cannot  be  obtained  they  shall  be  secured  in  as  com- 
plete a  manner  as  possible  from  the  relatives,  friends,  or  other  persons 
acquainted  with  the  facts. 

Section  502.  Reports  to  Anatomical  Board. — All  public  officers, 
agents,  and  servants  and  all  officers,  agents,  and  servants  of  any  and 
every  count}^  city,  township,  borough,  district,  and  other  municipality 
and  of  any  and  every  almshouse,  prison,  morgue,  hospital,  or  other  public 
institution,  and  of  all  other  persons  having  charge  or  control  over  dead 
human  bodies  required  to  be  buried  at  the  public  expense,  are  hereby  re- 
quired to  immediately  notify  the  State  Anatomical  Board,  or  such  person 
or  persons  as  may  from  time  to  time  be  designated  by  said  Board  or  its 
duly  authorized  officer  or  agent,  whenever  any  such  body  or  bodies  come 
to  his  or  their  possession,  charge,  or  control,  and  shall  without  fee  or  re- 
ward deliver  such  body  or  bodies  and  permit  and  suffer  the  said  Board 
and  its  agents  and  the  physicians  and  surgeons  from  time  to  time  desig- 
nated by  men,  who  may  comply  with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  to  take  and 
remove  all  such  bodies  to  be  used  within  the  State  for  the  advancement 
of  medical  science.  Such  notice  shall  be  given  to  the  Board  of  Distribu- 
tion in  all  cases,  but  no  such  body  shall  be  delivered  if  any  relative  by 
blood  or  marriage  shall  claim  the  body  for  burial,  at  the  expense  of  such 
relative,  within  thirty-six  hours  after  death,  but  the  body  shall  be  sur- 
rendered to  said  claimant  for  interment ;  nor  shall  any  such  body  be  de- 
livered if  any  friend  or  any  representative  of  a  fraternal  society  of  which 
the  deceased  was  a  member,  or  a  representative  of  any  charitable  organi- 
zation, shall  claim  the  said  body  for  burial  within  twenty-four  hours 
after  death,  said  burial  to  be  at  the  expense  of  such  friend,  fraternal  so- 
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ciety,  or  charitable  organization ;  nor  shall  the  body  be  delivered  if  said 
person  was  an  honorably  discharged  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine  of  the 
United  States  or  of  the  militia  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which 
case  said  body  shall  be  buried  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  exist- 
ing laws.  In  case  of  the  death  of  any  person  whose  body  is  required  to 
be  buried  at  the  public  expense  and  the  duty  authorized  officer  or  agent 
of  the  Board  deems  such  body  unfit  for  anatomical  purposes,  he  shall 
notify  in  writing  the  poor  directors  or  the  county  commissioners  of  the 
county  where  such  person  died,  who  shall  direct  some  person  to  take 
charge  of  the  body  of  such  deceased  indigent  person  and  cause  it  to  be 
buried  and  draw  warrants  upon  the  treasurer  of  their  county  for  the 
payment  of  such  expenses,  which  expenses  shall  not  be  less  than  thirty- 
five  dollars  nor  more  than  fifty  dollars  on  each  body  buried  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  this  act.  Such  warrant  shall  be  made  pay- 
able to  the  persons  so  authorized  and  directed  who  shall  have  buried  the 
bodies  for  which  no  warrants  are  to  be  drawn.  No  warrants  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  expenses  of  the  burial  of  any  person  whose  body  is  required 
to  be  buried  at  the  public  expense  shall  be  drawn  or  paid  except  upon 
the  certificate  of  the  duly  authorized  officer  or  agent  of  the  Board  to  the 
effect  that  such  body  is  unfit  for  anatomical  purposes  or  that  the  body  is 
that  of  a  soldier,  sailor,  or  marine  required  to  be  buried  at  the  public 
expense,  and  that  the  provisions  of  this  act  have  been  complied  with. 
Wherever  through  the  failure  of  any  person  to  deliver  the  body  of  a  de- 
ceased indigent,  as  required  by  this  act,  such  body  shall  become  unfit  for 
anatomical  purposes  and  is  so  certified  by  the  duly  authorized  officer  or 
agent  of  said  Board  of  distribution,  such  body  shall  be  buried  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  person  so  failing  to  de- 
liver such  body  shall  pay  to  the  county  treasurer  the  expense  so  incurred, 
and  upon  the  refusal  or  failure  of  such  person  on  demand  to  pay  such 
expenses  the  poor  directors  or  in  districts  in  which  there  are  no  separate 
poor  directors  then  the  county  commissioners  shall  bring  suit  to  recover 
the  same  to  be  recovered  as  debts  of  like  amount  are  by  law  collectible. 

CHAPTER  VI 

ELECTIONS.    VACANCIES  IN  OFFICE 

Section  600.  Directors  Declared  County  Officers. — The  directors  of 
the  poor  districts  coextensive  with  the  county  are  hereby  declared  to  be 
county  officers  and  subject  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  and  obligations 
as  directors  of  the  poor  to  all  the  general  laws  relating  to  county  officers. 

Section  601.  This  Act  to  Apply  Throughout  State. — The  provisions 
of  this  act  shall  apply  generally  throughout  the  Commonwealth,  includ- 
ing the  districts  made  territorial  exceptions  in  section  two  hundred  hereof. 

Section  602.  Directors  Not  to  be  Interested  in  Contracts. — It  shall 
not  be  lawful  for  any  director  of  the  poor  to  be  concerned  or  personally 
interested  in  any  contract  for  furnishing  supplies,  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor,  or  for  the  construction  or  improvement  of  property  under  his 
control.  Any  violation  of  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  deemed  a 
misdemeanor  in  office  and  upon  conviction  thereof  the  party  or  parties  so 
offending  shall  be  fined  in  the  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  and 
shall  be  adjudged  by  the  court  to  be  removed  from  office :  Provided, 
That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  prevent  such  direc- 
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tor  from  receiving  his  lawful  compensation  while  necessarily  attending  in 
his  official  character  to  any  of  the  duties  enjoined  upon  him  by  his  office. 

Section  603.  Contracts  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars  or  More  to  be  in 
Writing. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  poor  directors  to  purchase  all  supplies 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  inmates  of  the  poorhouses  or  hospitals  under 
their  supervision  by  written  contract  where  such  contract  involves  an  ex- 
penditure of  five  hundred  dollars  or  more.  Said  directors  of  the  poor 
shall  by  advertisement  inserted  in  at  least  one  newspaper  of  the  county 
in  which  said  institution  is  located,  for  two  weeks,  invite  sealed  pro- 
posals for  the  furnishing  of  such  supplies  and  shall  award  all  such  con- 
tracts to  the  lowest  responsible  bidder  and  shall  take  from  such  bidder  a 
bond  with  sufficient  sureties  conditioned  for  the  faithful  performance  ot 
his  contract. 

Section  604.  Penalty  for  Violation. — Any  director  of  the  poor  vio- 
lating the  provisions  of  section  six  hundred  three  shall  be  guilty  of  a  mis- 
demeanor and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  not 
exceeding  five  hundred  dollars  ($500)  or  to  undergo  an  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  six  months. 

Section  605.  Directors  Authorised  to  Attend  Conventions. — The  di- 
rectors of  the  poor,  or  other  officers  having  charge  of  the  poor  in  the  poor 
districts  of  this  Commonwealth,  together  with  their  solicitor,  steward,  or 
superintendent  and  such  other  executive  officers  as  may  be  designated  by 
said  directors  or  other  officers,  are  hereby  authorized  as  part  of  their 
official  duties  to  attend  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Association  of  Direc- 
tors of  the  Poor  and  Charities  and  Corrections  of  Pennsylvania  for  the 
purpose  of  discussing  the  various  questions  arising  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties  and  of  providing  for  uniform  and  economical  methods  of 
administering  the  affairs  of  the  respective  poor  districts. 

Section  606.  Expenses  to  be  Paid  by  District. — The  actual  expenses 
of  the  aforesaid  official  attending  the  said  annual  meetings  of  said  Asso- 
ciation, including  traveling  expenses  and  hotel  bills  actually  paid  by  them, 
together  with  a  membership  subscription  by  each  poor  district  to  the 
necessary  expenses  of  the  convention,  including  printing,  employment  of 
stenographers  and  expenses  of  committees,  which  said  membership  sub- 
scription, however,  shall  not  be  more  than  thirty  dollars  for  any  poor 
district  per  annum,  shall  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  poor  district.  The 
time  spent  in  attending  such  meeting  shall  not  be  more  than  four  days, 
exclusive  of  the  time  employed  in  traveling  thereto  and  therefrom. 

CHAPTER  VII 

REAL  PROPERTY  OF  POOR  DISTRICTS 

Section  700.  Plans  of  Almshouse  to  be  Approved  by  Department  of 
Welfare. — Before  any  mental  hospital  or  almshouse  shall  be  erected  un- 
der the  direction  of  the  poor  authorities  within  this  Commonwealth,  the 
plan  of  construction  of  such  hospital  or  almshouse  drawn  sufficiently  in 
detail  for  clear  comprehension  thereof  shall  be  submitted  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  Welfare  and  shall  be  inspected  and  approved  by  said  Department. 

Section  701.  Districts  may  Require  Bonds  from  Contractors  for  Pro- 
tection of  Material  Men. — All  poor  districts  shall,  in  the  improvement  of 
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lands  or  in  the  erection,  alteration,  addition,  or  repair  of  edifices  and 
buildings  of  any  kind  in  said  districts,  have  the  power  to  require  of  the 
contractor  or  contractors  employed  in  and  about  said  improvements  an 
additional  bond  with  sufficient  surety  or  sureties  providing  for  the  pay- 
ment of  all  labor  and  material  entering  into  the  said  improvements. 

Section  702.  Right  to  Sue  Thereon. — The  labor  and  material  men 
furnishing  labor  and  material  in  and  for  said  improvements  upon  the  con- 
tract of  said  contractor  shall  have  the  right,  according  to  law,  to  sue  in 
action  of  assumpsit  in  the  name  of  the  obligee  for  his  or  their  use  upon 
said  bond  upon  proof  of  said  contractor's  failure  to  pay  for  said  labor  or 
material. 

Section  703.  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  Authorised  to  Decree  Sale  of 
Poorhouse  Property. — The  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the  several  coun- 
ties of  this  Commonwealth  shall  have  jurisdiction  and  are  hereby  author- 
ized to  decree  a  public  or  private  sale  of  any  poorhouse  property  or  real 
estate  held  for  the  relief  and  employment  of  the  poor  in  any  poor  district 
at  such  times  and  in  such  parts  or  parcels  and  upon  such  terms  as  in  the 
opinion  of  such  court  may  be  considered  most  advantageous  to  such  dis- 
trict. 

Section  704.  Procedure  Thereon.- — Such  sale  may  be  decreed  upon 
the  petition  of  the  directors  of  the  poor  of  any  poor  district  setting  forth 
that  such  sale  would  be  to  the  advantage  of  the  said  district  and  all  facts 
needful  for  the  information  of  the  court,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  and 
shall  only  take  place  after  a  full  and  careful  investigation  by  the  court 
aided  when  deemed  necessary  by  the  report  of  a  competent  person  to  be 
appointed  by  the  court ;  and  if  upon  such  investigation  the  court  shall 
deem  it  to  the  advantage  of  such  district  that  property  so  held  or  any  part 
thereof  should  be  sold  such  court  is  hereby  authorized  to  decree  a  sale 
thereof  and  to  direct  the  investment  of  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  or  sales 
in  the  purchase  for  the  use  of  such  district  of  such  other  real  estate  as 
may  be  necessary  for  poor  purposes  and  in  the  erection  of  suitable  build- 
ings thereon  for  the  comfortable  maintenance,  employment,  and  support 
of  the  poor  of  such  poor  district  or  such  other  investments  or  disposi- 
tion thereof  as  may  be  deemed  most  advantageous  to  the  district,  or  may 
distribute  and  award  the  proceeds  among  the  municipalities  entitled 
thereto.  The  court  may  in  its  discretion  require  proper  bond  to  be  given 
before  or  after  sale  for  the  faithful  accounting  and  application  of  the  pro- 
ceeds. 

Section  705.  Right  of  Eminent  Domain. — Whenever  the  directors  of 
any  poor  district  shall  desire  land  for  the  erection  of  necessary  buildings 
or  for  farming  or  other  purposes  or  for  procuring  a  supply  of  pure  water 
for  hospital  purposes  and  are  unable  to  agree  with  the  owner  or  owners 
of  the  property  upon  the  price  to  be  paid  therefor  the  said  directors  with 
the  approval  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  for  the  proper  county  of  such 
poor  district,  by  themselves,  their  agents  and  workmen  shall  have  power 
to  enter  upon,  locate,  survey,  make,  take,  occupy,  and  use  any  such  lands 
or  appropriate  such  water  for  the  purposes  aforesaid :  Provided,  That  no 
waters  shall  be  condemned  and  appropriated  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act  nor  any  water  system,  reservoir,  pipe,  or  conduit  be  constructed  or 
maintained  until  a  permit  for  the  condemnation  and  appropriation  of  such 
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waters  or  the  construction  or  maintenance  of  such  water  system,  reser- 
voir, pipe,  or  conduit  shall  have  been  procured  from  the  Department  of 
Health  and  the  Water  Supply  Commission  of  Pennsylvania :  And  pro- 
vided further.  That  nothing  in  this  act  contained  shall  be  construed  to 
relieve  any  hospital  from  the  operation  of  the  provisions  of  the  act  of 
April  twenty-two,  nineteen  hundred  and  five. 

Section  706.  Property  of  Poor  District  to  be  Security  for  Land  Taken. 
— The  taking  of  any  lands  by  any  poor  district  by  right  of  eminent  do- 
main under  the  provisions  of  section  seven  hundred  and  five  is  hereby 
declared  to  be  the  taking  of  private  property  for  public  purposes  and  for 
all  damages  done  or  suffered,  or  which  shall  accrue  to  the  owner  or  owners 
of  such  lands  by  reason  of  such  taking,  all  the  property  of  the  poor  dis- 
trict shall  be  pledged  as  security. 

Section  707.  Appointment  of  Viewers  to  Fix  Compensation. — If  the 
directors  of  the  poor  cannot  agree  with  the  owner  or  owners  of  such  lands 
for  the  compensation  proper  for  the  damage  sustained  or  likely  to  be  sus- 
tained by  any  owner  or  owners  which  such  directors  may  enter  upon,  use, 
take,  or  occupy  in  pursuance  of  the  authority  herein  given,  or  by  reason 
of  the  absence  or  legal  incapacity  of  any  such  owner  or  owners,  no  com- 
pensation can  be  agreed  upon,  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  on 
application  thereto  by  petition,  either  by  the  directors  of  the  poor  or  by 
the  owner  or  owners  or  any  one  in  their  behalf,  shall  appoint  three  viewers 
from  the  county  board  of  viewers  and  fix  a  time,  not  less  than  ten  nor 
more  than  twenty  days  thereafter,  for  said  viewers  to  meet  at  or  upon 
the  premises  or  property  taken  or  occupied,  of  which  time  and  place  five 
days'  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  petitioner  to  the  said  viewers  and  the 
other  party. 

Section  708.  Viewers  to  Estimate  Damages  and  Report  to  Court. — 
The  viewers  having  been  first  duly  sworn  or  affirmed  faithfully,  justly, 
and  impartially  to  decide  and  a  true  report  to  make  concerning  all  mat- 
ters and  things  to  be  submitted  to  them  and  in  relation  to  which  they  are 
authorized  to  inquire  in  pursuance  of  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  hav- 
ing viewed  the  premises,  shall  estimate  and  determine  what  amount  of 
damages  if  any  have  been  or  may  be  sustained  and  to  whom  the  same  are 
payable,  make  report  thereof  to  the  court.  The  amount  of  damages,  when 
confirmed  by  the  court,  shall  be  entered  as  a  judgment. 

Section  709.  Appeals  from  the  Court. — Upon  the  filing  of  the  report 
of  said  viewers,  or  any  two  of  them,  either  party  may  within  thirty  days 
thereafter  file  his,  her  or  their  appeal  from  the  said  report  to  the  court, 
and  after  such  appeal  either  party  may  put  the  cause  at  issue  in  the  form 
directed  by  said  court,  and  the  same  shall  be  tried  by  said  court  and  jury, 
and  after  final  judgment  either  party  may  have  an  appeal  to  the  Supreme 
or  Superior  Court,  in  the  manner  provided  in  other  cases. 

The  court  shall  have  power  to  order  what  notices  shall  be  given  in 
connection  with  any  part  of  the  proceedings  and  make  all  such  rules  in 
connection  therewith  as  may  be  deemed  requisite. 

If  any  exceptions  be  filed  with  any  appeal  to  the  proceedings  they  shall 
be  disposed  of,  and  if  allowed  a  new  view  shall  be  ordered,  and  if  dis- 
allowed the  appeal  shall  proceed  as  before  prescribed. 
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Section  710.  Damages  to  be  Paid  into  Court  When  Title  Disputed. — 
If  during  any  of  said  proceedings  it  shall  be  made  to  appear  by  affidavit 
or  otherwise,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  court,  that  the  title  to  the  said 
lands  is  disputed,  doubtful,  or  defective,  or  that  any  party  in  interest  is 
absent,  covert,  nor  of  full  age,  or  for  any  other  cause  incapable  to  act,  the 
court  may  mal<e  full  needful  orders  to  effect  the  purposes  of  this  act  and 
may  direct  the  damages  and  costs  to  be  paid  into  court  for  the  benefit  of 
the  parties  who  may  eventually  be  entitled  thereto. 

Section  711.  Damages  to  be  Paid  to  Owner  when  Finally  Determined. 
— -The  amount  of  damages  as  finally  determined  in  any  proceeding  before 
viewers  shall  be  paid  by  the  poor  district  to  the  owner  or  owners  of  the 
property  entitled  thereto. 

Section  712.  Leasing  oj  Poor  Farms  for  Coal,  Oil,  or  Gas. — The  di- 
rectors of  the  poor  in  the  several  districts  of  this  Commonwealth  having 
lands  in  connection  with  almshouses  be  and  they  are  hereby  authorized 
and  empowered,  with  the  approval  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  to  lease 
said  lands  for  the  purpose,  of  producing  coal,  oil,  or  gas,  on  such  terms 
as  may  be  advantageous  to  such  county  or  body  corporate  owning  or 
controlling  the  same.  The  said  court  shall  enter  a  decree  directing  the 
disposition  or  investment  of  the  income  of  such  lease. 

Section  713.  Rebuilding  of  Poorhouses  Destroyed  by  Fire. — The  di- 
rectors of  the  poor  in  any  district  where  a  poorhouse  has  been  heretofore 
erected  and  the  same  has  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  destroyed  by  fire  or 
other  casualty,  are  authorized  and  empowered  to  rebuild  the  buildings  so 
destroyed  or  to  erect  suitable  separate  buildings  to  segregate  the  sane  and 
insane  poor. 

Section  714.  County  Commissioners  to  Levy  and  Collect  Tax  for  Such 
Buildings. — The  county  commissioners  of  the  respective  counties  when 
such  buildings  have  been,  or  may  hereafter  be,  destroyed  by  fire  or  other 
casualty,  shall  have  the  power  and  it  shall  be  their  duty  upon  the  requisi- 
tion of  said  directors  to  assess,  levy,  and  collect,  together  with  the  other 
county  rates  and  levies  and  on  the  same  subjects  of  taxation  on  estimates 
furnished  by  the  directors,  an  amount  sufficient  to  furnish  the  necessary 
funds  to  erect  said  buildings  and  furnish  the  same,  in  connection  with  any 
sum  or  sums  of  money  received  by  said  directors  from  insurance  on  said 
buildings  so  destroyed  or  from  any  other  source. 

Section  715.  Plans  and  Specfications  and  Contracts  for  New  Build- 
ings.-— The  plans  and  specifications  for  any  building  authorized  by  sec- 
tion seven  hundred  and  fourteen  to  be  erected  shall  be  first  submitted  to 
and  approved  by  the  Department  of  Welfare,  as  provided  in  section  seven 
hundred  hereof,  and  any  contract  for  the  erection  of  such  building  or 
buildings  made  by  the  directors  of  the  poor  with  any  contractor  or  con- 
tractors, or  for  furnishing  the  necessary  materials  for  the  same,  shall  have 
the  approval  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  proper  county  before 
such  contract  becomes  binding  and  operative. 

Section  716.  Appointment  of  Viewers  to  Inspect  new  Buildings. — 
Whenever  the  said  buildings  shall  be  finished  and  completed  viewers  shall 
be  appointed,  under  the  provisions  of  section  two  hundred  and  eighteen 
of  this  act. 
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CHAPTER  VIII 


SETTLEMENT 

Section  800.  [How  Gained.  A  settlement  may  be  gained  in  any  poor 
district  by  any  person  not  a  public  charge,  married  or  single,  who  bona 
fide  comes  to  inhabit  therein  and  continues  to  reside  there  for  one  year. 
Persons  born  in  a  place,  whether  legitimate  or  illegitimate,  shall  be 
deemed  to  be  settled  there  unless  the  parent  having  thier  custody  be 
settled  elsewhere  and  all  children  shall  follow  the  settlement  of  the  parent 
or  parents,  stepfather  or  stepmother,  having  their  custody,  until  the  age 
of  sixteen  years.]  Legal  and  Quasi  Settlements ;  Liability  for  Support. — 
(a)  A  legitimate  person  is  first  settled  in  the  poor  district  of  birth  unless 
the  father  shall  then  have  a  knozvn  settlement  elsewhere,  in  which  case 
the  first  settlement  of  such  person  is  in  the  district  where  the  father  was 
then  settled. 

(b)  An  illegitimate  person  is  first  settled  in  the  poor  district  of  birth 
unless  the  mother  shall  then  have  a  known  settlement  elsewhere,  in  which 
case  the  first  settlement  of  such  person  is  in  the  district  where  the  mother 
was  then  settled. 

(c)  The  settlement  of  a  person  in  a  poor  district  continues  until  a 
new  one  is  acquired  in  this  State,  or  elsezvhere.  A  settlement  is  lost  only 
by  acquiring  a  new  one. 

(d)  Except  as  hereinafter  otherwise  provided,  every  adult  and  every 
emancipated  minor,  whether  married  or  single,  legitimate  or  illegitimate, 
may  acquire  a  new  settlement  in  any  poor  district  of  this  Commonwealth 
by  coming  bona  fide  to  establish  a  permanent  abode  therein  and  continu- 
ing to  reside  therein  for  one  whole  year,  if  such  person  or  minor  is  of 
sufficient  mental  ability  to  make  a  bargain,  and  is  not,  or  does  not  be- 
come, a  public  charge  during  said  year. 

(c)  Tlie  settlement  of  a  married  woman  during  coverture  follows  that 
of  her  husband  and  continues  after  his  death  in  the  district  where  he  was 
last  settled,  but  she  may  thereafter  acquire  a  new  settlement  for  herself. 
If  the  husband  has  no  known  settlement,  then  she  is  settled,  whether  he 
be  living  or  dead,  in  the  district  zvhere  she  was  last  settled.  The  settlement 
of  a  woman  after  divorce  absolute  or  from  bed  and  board,  or  desertion  by 
the  husband,  or  withdrawal  by  the  wife  from  cohabitation  with  the  hus- 
band on  account  of  his  cruelty,  inebriety  or  lack  of  support,  continues  in 
the  district  zvhere  the  husband  was  last  settled,  but  she  may  acquire  a 
new  settlement  for  herself. 

(f)  A  minor,  whether  legitimate  or  illegitimate,  cannot  be  emanci- 
pated before  age  sixteen,  and  becoines  emancipated  absolutely  at  age 
twenty-one  if  then  of  sufficient  mental  ability  to  make  a  bargain.  After 
age  sixteen  and  before  age  twenty-one,  a  minor  of  sufficient  mental  ability 
to  make  a  bargain  may  become  emancipated  by  his  own  acts  or  the  acts 
of  the  parent,  stepfather  or  stepmother,  having  had  the  custody.  When 
a  person  is  emancipated,  he  or  she  is  capable  of  establishing  a  new  settle- 
ment. 

(g)  A  minor,  whether  legitimate  or  illegitimate,  who  is  so  mentally 
deficient  as  to  be  unable  to  make  a  bargain,  cannot  be  emancipated  after 
age  sixteen,  and  such  a  person  does  not  become  emancipated  at  age 
twenty-one  and  so  long  thereafter  as  said  mental  condition  continues. 
The  settlement  of  such  a  person  shall,  at  all  times  during  mental  dis- 
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ability,  be  ascertained  as  provided  in  clause  (h)  and  (i)  of  this  section 
for  the  settlement  of  minors  not  emancipated. 

(h)  Before  emancipation,  the  settlement  of  a  legitimate  minor  is  and 
remains  that  of  the  father,  unless — 

(1)  The  father  is  dead  and  the  mother  acquires  a  new  settle- 
ment, in  zvhich  case  it  follows  that  of  the  mother ;  or 

(2)  The  father  deserts  his  family,  in  which  case  it  follows  that 
of  the  mother ;  or 

(3)  The  mother  withdraws  from  cohabitation  zvith  the  husband 
on  account  of  his  cruelty,  inebriety  or  lack  of  support,  in  which 
case  it  follozvs  that  of  the  parent  having  the  custody;  or 

(4)  The  parents  are  divorced,  either  absolutely  or  from  bed  and 
board,  in  which  case  it  follows  that  of  the  parent  having  the  exclusive 
custody;  but  where  custody  is  divided  between  the  parents,  the 
settlement  remains  that  of  the  father ;  or 

(5)  Both  parents  are  dead  and  the  minor  is  in  the  custody  of  a 
stepfather  or  stepmother,  in  which  case  it  follows  that  of  the  step- 
father or  stepmother  having  the  custody. 

(i)  Before  emancipation,  the  settlement  of  an  illegitimate  minor  at  all 
times  follows  that  of  the  mother,  and,  in  case  of  her  death  before  emanci- 
pation of  such  minor,  continues  in  the  poor  district  in  which  she  was  last 
settled  until  such  person  established  a  new  settlement  after  emancipation. 

(j)  If  a  person  has  no  known  settlement  in  this  Commonwealth,  and 
cannot  for  any  reason  whatever  be  removed  into  the  state  or  country 
where  settled,  he  shall  have  a  quasi  settlement  in  the  poor  district  where 
he  or  she  becomes  a  public  charge,  which  district  shall  be  liable  for  his  or 
her  support. 

(k)  If  a  person  becomes  a  public  charge  in  a  poor  district  other  than 
the  one  in  which  settled,  such  district  shall  be  liable  for  support  until  the 
district  of  settlement  is  discovered  and  removal  to  such  district  takes 
place,  but  the  poor  district  of  settlement  shall  be  liable  to  the  district  in 
which  the  person  became  a  charge  for  the  amount  of  relief  advanced 
costs,  and  the  expenses  of  removal. 

(Amended  1933,  May  23,  P.  L.  966.) 

Section  801.  Order  of  Removal. — In  case  any  person  shall  have  no 
settlement  in  the  district  wherein  he  has  become,  or  is  likely  to  become, 
a  public  charge,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors,  as  soon  as  may  be, 
to  notify  the  directors  of  the  district  of  his  settlement  of  the  facts,  [and 
from  the  time  of  such  notice  the  cost  of  his  relief  shall  be  charges  to  the 
district  of  his  settlement.]  If  the  directors  so  notified  refuse  or  neglect 
to  receive  him,  or  to  make  arrangements  for  his  proper  support  and 
maintenance  and  to  pay  the  amount  of  relief  advanced,  the  directors  fur- 
nishing such  relief  may  apply  to  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  their 
county,  or  to  any  judge  thereof,  by  petition,  asking  for  a  citation  to  the 
directors  so  refusing  or  neglecting,  requiring  them  to  appear  before  such 
court,  at  a  time  specified  therein,  and  show  cause  why  an  order  should 
not  issue  for  the  removal  of  such  person  into  their  district.  The  said 
court  shall  proceed  to  hear  and  determine  the  cause  upon  its  merits,  and 
their  decree  shall  be  final  unless  an  appeal  therefrom  be  taken  within 
thirty  days. 

The  citation  herein  provided  for,  accompanied  by  a  copy  of  the  peti- 
tion, shall  be  served  by  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  who  may  for  that  pur-' 
pose  deputize  the  sheriff  of  the  county  of  the  respondent,  upon  one  or 
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more  of  the  directors  named  therein,  or,  with  the  approval  of  the  court, 
service  may  be  had  by  sending  such  copy  by  registered  mail,  and  shall 
be  served  or  mailed  at  least  ten  days  before  the  day  fixed  for  such  hear- 
ing :  Provided,  That  upon  the  hearing  and  argument  before  said  court 
of  quarter  sessions  of  said  citation  for  an  order  of  removal  of  paupers 
from  one  district  to  another,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  either  of  the  parties  to 
the  issue  to  except  to  any  decision  of  the  court  upon  any  point  of  evidence 
or  law,  which  exception  shall  be  noted  by  the  court  and  filed  of  record  as 
in  civil  cases,  and  an  appeal  to  an  appellate  court  may  be  taken  by  either 
party  from  the  judgment  or  decree  of  the  court,  with  like  effect  as  in 
civil  cases. 

(Amended  1933,  May  23,  P.  L.  966.) 

Section  802.  Liability  for  Costs. — In  case  an  order  of  removal  is 
granted  by  any  court  of  quarter  sessions  under  the  provisions  of  this  act 
the  court  in  the  same  order  shall  require  the  directors  of  the  district  of 
settlement  to  pay  the  petitioners  the  cost  of  the  proceedings,  the  expense 
of  removing,  and  the  proper  charges  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  person  from 
the  date  of  the  notice  first  above  provided  for,  all  of  which  expense,  cost, 
and  charges  shall  be  ascertained  and  allowed  by  the  court.  If  an  order 
of  removal  is  refused,  the  cost  of  the  proceeding  shall  be  paid  by  the 
directors  petitioning  therefor. 

Section  803.  Jurisdiction  of  Quarter  Sessions. — The  court  of  quarter 
sessions  shall  have  full  and  complete  authority  and  jurisdiction  to  enforce 
by  appropriate  methods  its  orders  or  directions  made  in  such  proceeding. 

Section  804.  Care  of  Transient. — If  any  person  shall  come  out  of  any 
poor  district  in  this  Commonwealth  into  any  other  district  and  shall 
happen  to  fall  sick  or  die  before  he  has  gained  a  settlement  therein,  so 
that  he  cannot  be  removed,  the  directors  of  such  district  shall  as  soon  as 
conveniently  may  be  give  notice  to  the  directors  of  the  district  where 
such  person  had  last  gained  a  settlement,  or  to  one  of  them,  of  the  name, 
circumstances,  and  condition  of  such  poor  person,  and  if  the  directors  to 
whom  such  notice  shall  be  given  shall  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  moneys 
expended  for  the  use  of  such  poor  person  and  to  take  orders  for  relieving 
and  maintaining  him,  or  in  case  of  his  death  before  such  notice  could  be 
given,  shall  on  request  made  neglect  or  refuse  to  pay  the  moneys  expended 
in  maintaining  and  burying  such  poor  person,  in  every  such  case  the 
procedure  defined  in  section  eight  hundred  and  one  of  this  act  may  be 
invoked  to  compel  payment  by  such  district  of  all  such  sums  of  money  as 
were  expended  for  said  purposes. 

Section  805.  Leaving  Poor  Person  in  District. — If  any  person  shall 
bring  or  send  or  cause  to  be  brought  or  sent  any  poor  person  from  any 
place  without  this  Commonwealth,  or  from  any  place  within  this  Com- 
monwealth, to  any  other  place  within  it  where  such  person  was  not  last 
legally  settled  and  there  leave  or  attempt  to  leave  such  person  with  intent 
to  relieve  himself  or  some  other  place  or  district  of  the  maintenance  of 
such  person,  he  shall  forfeit  and  pay  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
($100)  for  every  such  person  and  become  Hable  to  pay  all  the  costs 
respecting  the  maintenance  and  removal,  or  either,  of  such  person,  to  be 
sued  for  and  recovered  by  the  directors  of  the  district  into  which  such 
poor  person  may  have  been  brought  or  sent,  and  moreover  shall  be  ob- 
liged to  convey  such  poor  person  out  of  the  Commonwealth  or  district 
or  support  him  at  his  own  expense. 
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CHAPTER  IX 


DUTIES  AND  POWERS  OF  DIRECTORS 

Section  900.  Maintenance  of  Poor  Persons. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  directors  of  every  district  from  time  to  time  to  provide,  as  is  herein 
directed,  for  every  poor  person  within  the  district  having  a  settlement 
therein  who  shall  apply  to  them  for  relief  where  such  directors  are  satis- 
fied upon  investigation  that  such  relief  is  necessary.  Such  relief  may  be 
granted  as  outdoor  relief,  or  such  poor  person  may  be  committed  to  the 
poorhouse,  on  the  written  order  of  a  director  of  the  poor,  to  be  approved 
by  the  Board  of  Directors  within  a  month  thereafter,  or  upon  an  order 
of  removal  issued  out  of  any  court. 

Section  901.  Poor  Persons  Unable  to  Work  to  he  Maintained. — If 
such  poor  person  by  reason  of  age,  disease,  infirmity,  or  other  disability, 
be  unable  to  work  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  directors  to  provide  him 
with  necessary  means  of  subsistence. 

Section  902.  Poor  May  he  Employed  hy  Higlnuays. — It  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  directors  of  any  district,  with  the  concurrence  and  under  the 
direction  of  the  supervisors  of  the  township,  to  employ  such  poor  person, 
being  a  male  of  sufficient  ability,  in  opening  or  repairing  any  road  or 
highway  within  the  district. 

Section  903.  Maintenance  of  Poor  in  Almshouse  of  Adjoining  Dis- 
trict.— The  directors  of  the  poor  in  all  districts  not  having  poorhouses  are 
hereby  authorized  to  contract  with  the  authorities  in  charge  of  the  poor 
in  any  adjoining  or  convenient  district  having  a  poorhouse,  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  poor  under  their  charge  and  to  remove  such  poor  to  the 
poorhouse  of  such  district. 

Section  904.  Children  Betzueen  Two  and  Sixteen  Years  of  Age  Not 
to  he  Kept  in  Almshouse. — It  shall  not  be  lawful  for  the  directors  of  the 
poor  in  the  several  districts  of  this  Commonwealth  to  receive  into  or  re- 
tain in  any  almshouse  or  poorhouse  any  child  between  two  and  sixteen 
years  of  age  for  a  longer  period  than  sixty  days  unless  such  child  be  an 
unteachable  idiot,  an  epileptic,  or  paralytic  or  otherwise  so  disabled  or 
deformed  as  to  render  it  incapable  of  labor  or  service.  Violation  hereof 
shall  be  deemed  a  misdemeanor  and  shall  subject  the  offender  upon  con- 
viction to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  dollars  ($100)  or  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  six  months,  either  or  both,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
court. 

Section  905.  Placing  Children. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  directors 
or  other  persons  having  charge  of  the  poor  to  place  all  dependent  chil- 
dren who  are  in  or  committed  to  their  charge  and  who  are  over  two 
years  of  age  (with  the  exceptions  named  in  the  preceding  section  of  this 
act)  in  some  respectable  family  or  in  some  educational  institution  or 
home  for  children,  and  one  of  said  officers  shall  visit  such  children  in 
person  or  by  agent  not  less  than  once  every  six  months  and  make  all 
needful  inquiries  as  to  their  treatment  and  welfare,  and  shall  report 
thereon  to  the  board  of  directors  or  other  officers  charged  with  the  care 
of  such  children. 

Section  906.  Quarantined  Persons  Considered  "Needy  and  Indigent 
Poor." — Whenever  any  head  of  a  family  or  a  person  shall  be  quaran- 
tined by  any  authority  because  of  any  infectious  or  contagious  disease 
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and  by  reason  of  such  quarantine  such  person  becomes  unable  to  pay  the 
expense  of  the  maintenance  and  treatment  of  his  family  or  himself,  dur- 
ing the  period  of  quarantine,  he  shall  be  considered  a  "poor  person"  or  a 
"needy  and  indigent  poor"  person  within  the  meaning  of  the  poor  laws 
of  this  Commonwealth. 

Section  907.  Relief  of  Indigent  Deaf  and  Dumb  or  Blind.- — That  the 
directors  of  the  poor  of  any  district  may  enter  into  a  contract  with  any 
association  organized  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  home  or  remunera- 
tive employment  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  or  blind  persons,  and  being  sit- 
uated within  the  boundaries  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  care 
and  maintenance  at  such  home  or  through  such  employment  association 
of  any  indigent  deaf  and  dumb  or  blind  person  who  may  be  an  inmate 
of  the  almshouse  of  any  poor  district  or  who  may  be  under  the  laws  of 
Pennsylvania  entitled  to  relief  from  such  poor  district. 

(Amended  1927,  Mar.  22,  P.  L.  54.) 

Section  908.  Removal  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  or  Blind  to  Care  of  Certain 
Associations. — The  contract,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  shall  be  entered 
into  by  the  poor  district  on  its  own  motion  with  such  qualified  institutions 
as  they  may  select :  Provided,  however,  That  the  State  Department  of 
Welfare,  or  any  of  its  authorized  agents,  may  direct  any  poor  district  to 
remove  any  deaf  and  dumb  or  blind  inmate  of  an  almshouse  to  the  care  of 
an  association  qualified  under  this  act,  or  to  place  in  the  care  of  such 
association  any  deaf  and  dumb  or  blind  person  who  may  be,  under  the 
laws  of  Pennsylvania,  entitled  to  relief  from  such  poor  district ;  and  when 
such  removal  or  placement  is  so  ordered  the  contract  for  maintenance 
and  the  removal  or  placement  of  such  deaf  and  dumb  or  blind  person  to 
such  institution  shall  be  made  and  carried  out  by  the  directors  of  the 
poor  district,  or  in  the  event  of  their  failure  to  comply  with  such  direc- 
tions the  said  contract  and  the  removal  or  placement  of  such  deaf  and 
dumb  or  blind  person  may  be  made  and  carried  out  by  the  Department 
of  Welfare  or  its  authorized  agents. 

(Amended  1927,  Mar.  22,  P.  L.  54.) 

Section  909.  Cost  of  Maintenance  Thereof. — Whenever  a  contract  for 
such  care  and  maintenance  is  made,  whether  by  any  poor  district  or  by 
the  Department  of  Welfare  for  any  poor  district,  the  said  poor  district 
shall  during  the  period  such  person  may  remain  in  said  institution  pav 
to  such  association  annually  a  sum  equal  to  the  per  capita  cost  of  main- 
taining inmates  in  the  almshouse  of  such  poor  district  and  all  such  costs 
for  maintenance  shall  be  collectible  by  process  of  existing  laws. 

Section  910.  Appropriations  to  Associations  for  Relief  of  Poor. — -The 
proper  officers  of  the  several  poor  districts  in  each  and  every  county  of 
this  Commonwealth  may  in  their  discretion,  upon  satisfactory  proof  being 
produced  to  them  of  the  advisability  thereof,  make  an  appropriation  year- 
ly to  the  incorporated  associations  maintained  by  gifts  and  voluntary  con- 
tributions and  formed  for  the  purpose  of  assisting,  relieving,  and  giving 
medical  care  and  attention  to  the  poor,  injured,  or  sick  within  their  re- 
spective poor  districts  or  any  municipal  division  thereof :  Provided,  That 
this  act  shall  in  no  wise  apply  to  corporations  whose  objects  and  purposes 
are  limited  to  the  members  thereof  or  to  any  nationality  or  sect. 

Section  911.  Burial  of  Indigent  Persons. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
directors  of  each  poor  district,  where  provision  is  not  made  "by  law,  to 
provide  for  the  burial  of  all  indigent  persons,  other  than  travelers  or 

23 


honorably  discharged  soldiers,  sailors,  or  marines,  who  shall  die  within 
their  respective  districts  and  whose  bodies  shall  not  be  claimed  by  any 
relative  by  blood  or  marriage  or  by  a  friend  or  by  a  representative  of  a 
fraternal  organization  of  which  the  deceased  was  a  member  or  by  the 
representatives  of  any  charitable  organization  or  which  may  not  be 
claimed  by  the  Anatomical  Board  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  for  use 
for  scientific  purposes  under  the  provisions  of  existing  laws.  The  ex- 
pense of  any  such  burial  shall  not  be  less  than  twenty-five  dollars  nor 
more  than  seventy-five  dollars,  and  shall  be  paid  from  the  funds  of  the 
poor  district. 

CHAPTER  X 

LIABILITY  FOR  SUPPORT 

Section  1000.  Estate  of  Pmipcr  Liable  for  the  Expense  of  His  Main- 
tenance.— The  real  and  personal  estate  of  any  pauper  shall  be  liable  for 
the  expense  of  his  support,  maintenance,  and  burial  incurred  by  any  poor 
district,  whether  owned  at  the  time  such  expenses  were  incurred  or 
acquired  thereafter. 

Section  1001.  Poor  Authorities  may  Sue  for  Moneys  Expended. — 
The  directors  of  the  poor,  or  the  county  commissioners  in  charge  of  any 
poor  district,  may  sue  for  the  moneys  expended  by  them  on  account  of 
such  pauper  in  an  action  of  assumpsit  in  the  proper  court  of  the  county, 
and  any  judgment  obtained  shall  be  a  lien  upon  the  real  estate  of  such 
pauper  and  be  collected  as  other  judgments  are  now  collected. 

Section  1002.  Status  of  Claim  against  Real  Estate  of  Deceased 
Pauper. — Any  claim,  as  provided  for  in  section  one  thousand,  shall  have 
the  same  force  and  effect  against  the  real  estate  of  a  deceased  pauper  as 
other  debts  of  a  decedent  and  shall  be  ascertained  and  recovered  in  the 
same  manner. 

Section  1003.  Guardianship  of  Pauper. — When  any  person  shall  be- 
come a  public  charge,  the  directors  may  make  application,  by  petition,  to 
the  court  of  common  pleas  where  such  person  is  of  full  age,  or  to  the 
orphans'  court  where  such  person  is  a  minor,  for  a  citation  upon  such 
person  to  show  cause  why  the  said  directors  shall  not  become  the  legal 
custodians  of  all  the  property,  real,  personal,  and  mixed,  of  such  person. 
Such  petition  shall  set  forth  the  fact  of  chargeability  and  shall  have  at- 
tached thereto  an  inventory  of  all  property,  real,  personal,  and  mixed, 
which  may  be  owned  by  such  poor  person  or  to  which  the  directors  may 
believe  the  said  poor  person  to  be  entitled.  Whereupon  the  proper  court 
shall  fix  a  day  when  the  matter  shall  be  determined,  and  due  notice  there- 
of shall  be  served  upon  the  said  person. 

On  the  day  fixed  the  proper  court  may,  after  due  hearing  in  open  court, 
make  an  order  constituting  the  directors  guardians  of  the  person  and 
estate  of  such  poor  person  (whether  all  of  such  estate  be  enumerated  in 
the  inventory  or  not).  The  prothonotary  shall  index  the  record  of  such 
proceedings  and  order  in  the  name  of  such  poor  person  in  the  adsectum 
equity  index,  and  the  clerk  of  the  orphans'  court  shall  index  such  record 
filed  in  his  office  in  the  orphans'  court  index,  which  indexing  in  either 
office  shall  be  regarded  as  notice  to  the  world  of  such  facts.  No  poor 
person  in  such  case  shall  be  discharged  from  such  guardianship  and  his 
property  shall  not  be  released  therefrom  until  he  has  made  application  to 
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the  proper  court  by  petition  for  a  citation  upon  tlie  directors  and  after 
service  thereof  has  fully  satisfied  the  court  that  he  has  become  able  and 
willing  to  resume  control  of  his  own  person  and  estate  and  that  the  said 
district  has  been  fully  reimbursed  for  the  expense  of  his  maintenance  or 
that  all  of  his  estate  has  been  applied  thereon.  The  cost  of  such  proceed- 
ings shall  be  paid  by  the  petitioner,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  court : 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  shall  prejudice  the  right  of  an  innocent 
purchaser  for  value  of  anv  personal  property  of  said  pauper. 
(Amended  1927,  A^vil  27 ,  P.  L.  407.) 

Section  1004.  Leasing  of  Real  Estate  of  Paupers. — It  shall  be  lawful 
for  the  directors  of  the  poor  of  any  district  under  the  supervision  of  the 
common  pleas  court,  where  the  pauper  is  of  full  age,  and  of  the  orphans' 
court,  where  the  pauper  is  a  minor,  of  such  county  to  make  leases  for  a 
term  of  years  of  the  real  estate  of  any  pauper  and  receive  the  rents,  is- 
sues, and  profits  thereof  and  apply  the  proceeds,  or  so  much  thereof  as 
may  be  necessary,  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  support  and 
burial  of  such  pauper ;  and  the  balance  of  residue  thereof  shall  be  paid  to 
the  legal  representatives  of  such  pauper  after  his  or  her  death  upon  in- 
demnity being  made  to  such  directors  to  secure  them  from  the  claims  of 
all  other  persons ;  and  after  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  such  directors 
the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  arising  under  such  lease  shall  be  payable  to 
the  legal  representatives  of  such  pauper. 

Section  1005.  Poor  Authorities  to  Sue  for  and  Recover  Property  of 
Paupers. — It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors  of  the  poor  of  any  district 
in  which  any  person  shall  have  become  chargeable  to  sue  for  and  recover 
any  real  or  personal  estate  belonging  to  such  person  and  to  sell  or  other- 
wise dispose  of  the  personal  property  and  to  collect  and  receive  the  rents 
and  profits  of  the  real  estate  and  to  apply  the  proceeds  or  so  much  thereof 
as  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  incurred  in  the  support  and 
burial  of  such  person,  and  if  any  balance  shall  remain  the  same  shall  be 
paid  over  to  the  legal  representatives  of  such  person  after  his  death  upon 
demand  made  and  security  being  given  to  indemnify  such  directors  from 
the  claims  of  all  other  persons. 

Section  1006.  Poor  Authorities  to  Collect  Money  Due  Pauper. — 
Whenever  any  person  shall  have  become  a  public  charge  in  any  poor  dis- 
trict of  this  Commonwealth  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  directors  of  the  poor 
of  such  district  to  sue  for  and  recover  any  and  all  sums  of  money  which 
may  be  due  to  such  poor  persons  in  the  present  or  to  become  due  in  the 
future,  whether  the  same  be  claimed  by  such  poor  person  upon  an  express 
or  an  implied  contract  by  judgment,  mortgage,  order,  or  decree  of  any 
court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter,  and  for  this  purpose  the 
said  directors  of  the  poor  are  authorized  to  employ  any  and  all  legal 
means  which  such  poor  person  might  have  employed  had  he  or  she  not 
become  chargeable  as  aforesaid. 

Section  1007.  Form  of  Action. — In  all  suits  brought  under  section 
one  of  this  act  the  writ  or  process  shall  issue  in  the  name  of  the  owner  of 
the  chose  in  action  for  the  use  of  the  directors  of  the  poor  of  the  proper 
poor  district,  and  at  the  hearing  proof  that  the  owner  of  the  right  of 
action  has  become  legally  chargeable  to  the  county  or  poor  district  whose 
directors  of  the  poor  are  the  use  plaintiffs  shall  be  conclusive  of  their 
right  to  recover  whatever  may  be  legally  due  or  to  become  due  to  the 
poor  person  so  found  to  be  chargeable.    If  the  amount  due  shall  have 
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been  already  ascertained  and  judgment  entered  the  proof  that  the  said 
plaintiff  has  become  chargeable  as  aforesaid  shall  be  conclusive  of  the 
right  of  the  proper  directors  of  the  poor  to  be  subrogated  as  plaintiffs  in 
the  said  judgment,  and  if  the  sum  due  such  poor  person  shall  be  founded 
on  an  order  or  decree  of  a  court  of  competent  jurisdiction  then  proof 
before  such  court  on  a  rule  to  show  cause  that  such  poor  person  has  be- 
come chargeable  to  any  county  or  poor  district  shall  be  conclusive  of  the 
right  of  the  directors  of  the  poor  of  such  poor  districts  to  recover  the 
same,  whether  the  same  be  due  in  the  present  or  in  the  future  or  be  due 
in  one  or  several  installments,  and  the  said  court  sball  make  all  the  orders 
necessary  to  carry  the  provisions  of  this  section  into  effect.  Any  de- 
fendant upon  whom  notice  has  been  served  of  intention  to  begin  proceed- 
ings under  the  provisions  of  this  act  to  recover  the  amount  owing  by  him 
to  a  person  chargeable  to  any  county  or  poor  district  who  shall  after  this 
notice  pay  the  same  or  any  portion  thereof  to  any  other  person  than  the 
proper  directors  of  the  poor  shall  not  thereby  be  released  from  any  li- 
ability but  shall  be  liable  to  pay  his  entire  indebtedness  to  the  said  direc- 
tors of  the  poor. 

Section  1008.  Rcjund  of  Unexpended  Money  Belonging  to  Pauper. 
— Should  any  person  chargeable  to  any  county  or  poor  district  in  this 
Commonwealth  become  self-sustaining,  or  cease  to  be  chargeable  by 
being  supported  by  a  relative  or  other  person,  then  any  moneys  origi- 
nally belonging  to  such  poor  person  which  may  have  been  recovered 
under  the  provisions  of  sections  one  thousand  and  five  or  one  thousand 
and  six  by  the  directors  of  the  poor  of  such  poor  district  shall  belong 
to  such  poor  person  the  same  as  if  no  proceeding  under  this  act  had 
been  instituted,  and  on  the  death  of  any  person  chargeable  to  any 
poor  district  and  moneys  originally  belonging  to  such  poor  person 
which  may  have  been  recovered  imder  the  provisions  of  this  act  and 
not  expended  in  the  care,  support,  or  funeral  of  such  poor  person  shall 
belong  to  the  heirs  of  such  poor  person  the  same  as  if  it  had  never 
been  obtained  by  the  directors  of  the  poor  under  the  provisions  of 
this  act :  Provided,  That  if  the  entire  amount  expended  in  the  care, 
support,  and  funeral  of  such  poor  person  shall  exceed  the  amount  re- 
covered under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  nothing  shall  be  refunded  to 
the  said  poor  person  or  his  heirs  in  any  event. 

Section  1009.  Sciciire  of  Property  of  Deserters. — If  any  man  shall 
separate  himself  from  his  wife  without  reasonable  cause  or  shall 
desert  his  children,  or  if  any  woman  shall  desert  her  children,  leav- 
ing them  a  charge  upon  the  district,  in  any  such  case  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  any  magistrate  of  the  county  upon  complaint  made  by  the 
directors  of  the  district  to  issue  his  warrant  to  such  directors  therein 
authorizing  them  to  take  and  seize  so  much  of  the  goods  and  chattels 
and  receive  so  much  of  the  rents  and  profits  of  the  real  estate  of  such 
man  or  woman,  or  to  attach  so  much  of  his  or  her  wages  or  of  any 
other  sums  due,  as  in  the  judgment  of  the  said  magistrate  shall  be 
sufficient  to  provide  for  such  wife  and  to  maintain  and  bring  up  such 
children,  which  sum  or  amount  shall  be  specified  in  such  warrant ; 
but  if  sufficient  real  or  personal  estate  cannot  be  found,  then  to  arrest 
such  person  and  bring  him  before  such  magistrate,  at  a  time  to  be  speci- 
fied in  such  warrant. 

Section  1010.    Security  for  Appearance  at  Court. — It  shall  be  law- 
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fill  for  such  magistrate  on  the  return  of  such  warrant  to  require  security 
from  such  person  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions of  the  county,  there  to  abide  the  order  of  the  court,  and  for 
want  of  such  security  to  commit  such  person  to  the  county  jail. 

Section  1011.  Court  to  Make  Order. — The  warrant  aforesaid  shall 
be  returned  to  the  next  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  county,  when 
it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  said  court  to  make  an  order  for  the  pay- 
ment of  such  sums  as  they  shall  think  reasonable  for  the  purpose 
aforesaid  and  therein  authorizing  the  directors  to  dispose  of  the  goods 
and  chattels  aforesaid,  by  sale  or  otherwise  and  to  collect  and  receive 
the  rents  and  profits  aforesaid,  or  so  much  of  either  as  in  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  purpose  aforesaid,  but  if 
there  be  no  real  or  personal  estate  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  court 
to  commit  such  person  to  the  jail  or  workhouse  of  the  county,  there 
to  remain  until  he  or  she  comply  with  such  order,  give  security  for 
the  performance  thereof,  or  be  discharged  by  due  course  of  law. 

Section  1012.  Relatives  Liable  for  Support. — The  husband,  wife, 
children,  father,  mother,  grandparents,  and  grandchildren  respectively 
of  every  poor  person  shall  at  their  own  charge,  being  of  sufficient  ability, 
relieve  and  maintain  such  poor  person  at  such  rate  as  the  court  of 
quarter  sessions  of  the  county  where  such  poor  person  resides  shall 
order  and  direct. 

Section  1013.  Attachment  may  Issue  upon  Default. — In  all  cases 
where  an  order  has  been  made  by  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  for  the 
support  of  a  husband,  wife,  father,  mother,  child,  grandfather,  grand- 
mother, or  grandchild,  or  where  an  order  has  been  made  upon  a  hus- 
band, wife,  father,  mother,  child,  grandfather,  grandmother,  or  grand- 
child of  a  person  confined  in  any  hospital,  asylum,  home,  or  other  in- 
stitution, at  the  charge  of  any  county  or  poor  district,  for  the  support 
of  the  said  person  so  maintained  as  a  charge  by  the  said  county  or 
poor  district,  and  the  said  order  made  for  the  support  or  maintenance 
of  any  of  the  said  persons  heretofore  mentioned  has  not  been  com- 
plied with  by  the  person  on  whom  the  said  order  has  been  made  for  a 
period  of  thirty  days,  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  wherein  the  said 
order  shall  have  been  made  or  any  judge  thereof  upon  affidavit  or 
petition  filed,  setting  forth  that  the  person  on  whom  the  said  order  has 
been  made  has  not  complied  with  the  said  order,  shall  issue  an  attach- 
ment directed  to  the  sheriff  or  other  proper  officer  of  the  county  direct- 
ing and  commanding  that  the  person  named  as  having  failed  to  com- 
ply with  said  order  be  brought  before  the  court  forthwith  or  at  such 
other  time  as  the  court  may  in  its  discretion  direct.  Whereupon  if 
it  shall  appear  to  the  court  after  hearing  that  the  person  on  whom 
the  said  order  was  made  has  wilfully  neglected  to  comply  with  the 
said  order  upon  him  the  court  may  adjudge  said  person  in  contempt 
of  court. 

Section  1014.  Penalty  for  Not  Complying  zuith  Order  of  Support 
— If  the  court  after  hearing  shall  adjudge  the  person  on  whom  the 
said  order  has  been  made  to  be  in  contempt  of  court,  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  the  court  in  the  exercise  of  its  discretion  to  commit  the  said 
person  to  the  county  jail  for  a  period  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Section  1015.  Order  on  Relatives  for  Maintenance. — The  courts  of 
quarter  sessions  in  the  several  counties  of  this  Commonwealth  shall 
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have  power  to  hear,  determine,  and  make  orders  and  decrees  in  all 
cases  either  upon  the  petition  of  the  directors  of  the  poor  or  of  any 
other  person  or  persons  having  an  interest  in  the  support  of  said  poor 
person  or  persons  and  either  with  or  without  an  order  of  relief  having 
been  first  obtained. 

Section  1016.  Statute  of  Limitations  No  Defense. — ^In  all  suits, 
claims,  or  demands  of  any  poor  district  for  maintenance  and  support 
against  the  real  or  personal  estate  or  property  rights  of  any  pauper 
the  statute  of  limitations  shall  not  avail  as  a  defense. 

Section  1017.  Nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall  oust,  alter,  or 
impair  the  exclusive  jurisdiction  in  desertion  and  non-support  cases 
now  vested  in  any  municipal  or  county  court,  but  the  same  shall  con- 
tinue as  though  this  act  had  not  been  passed. 

CHAPTER  XI 

VAGRANTS 

Section  1100.  Who  are  Vagrants. — The  following  described  persons 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  vagrants. 

One.  All  persons  who  shall  imlawfullj  return  into  any  district 
whence  they  have  been  legally  removed  without  bringing  a  certificate 
from  the  proper  authorities  of  the  city  or  district  to  which  they  be- 
long, stating  that  they  have  a  settlement  therein. 

Two.  All  persons  who  shall  refuse  to  perform  the  work  which  shall 
be  allotted  to  them  by  the  overseers  of  the  poor,  as  provided  by  the 
act  of  June  thirteenth,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-six, 
entitled  "An  act  relating  to  the  support  and  employment  of  the  poor." 

Three.  All  persons  going  about  from  door  to  door  or  placing  them- 
selves in  streets,  highways,  or  other  roads  to  beg  or  gather  alms,  and 
all  other  persons  wandering  abroad  and  begging  who  have  no  fixed 
place  of  residence  in  the  township,  ward,  or  borough  in  which  the 
vagrant  is  arrested. 

Four.  All  persons  who  shall  come  from  any  place  without  this 
Commonwealth  to  any  place  within  it,  shall  be  found  loitering  or  re- 
siding therein,  and  shall  follow  no  labor,  trade,  occupation,  or  busi- 
ness, and  have  no  visible  means  of  subsistence  and  can  give  no  reason- 
able account  of  themselves  or  their  business  in  such  place. 

Five.  Husbands  who  shall  desert  or  refuse  without  reasonable  cause 
to  maintain  and  support  their  wives  or  family. 

Section  1101.  C ornmitment  of  Vagrants. — If  any  person  shall  be 
found  offending  in  any  township  or  place  against  this  act  it  shall  and 
may  be  lawful  for  any  constable  or  police  officer  of  such  township  or 
place,  and  he  is  hereby  enjoined  and  required  on  notice  thereof  given 
him  by  any  of  the  inhabitants  thereof  or  without  such  notice  on  his 
own  view,  to  apprehend  and  convey,  or  cause  to  be  conveyed,  such 
person  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  or  other  committing  magistrate  of 
the  county,  who  shall  examine  such  person  and  shall  commit  him  be- 
ing thereof  legally  convicted  before  him  or  his  own  view  or  by  the 
confessions  of  such  offender  or  by  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  one  or 
more  credible  witnesses,  to  labor  upon  any  county  farm  or  upon  the 
roads  and  highways  of  any  city,  township,  or  borough,  or  in  any  house 
of  correction,  poorhouse,  workhouse,  or  common  jail  for  a  term  of  not 
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less  than  thirty  days  and  not  exceeding  six  months,  and  shall  forth- 
with commit  him  to  the  custody  of  the  steward,  keeper,  or  super- 
intendent of  such  county  farm,  house  of  correction,  poorhouse,  work- 
house, or  common  jail  or  to  the  supervisors  or  street  commissioners 
and  directors  of  the  poor  of  the  respective  county,  city,  borough  ,town- 
ship,  or  district  wherein  such  person  shall  be  found,  as  in  his  judg- 
ment shall  be  deemed  most  expedient;  the  said  justice  of  the  peace 
or  committing  magistrate  in  every  case  of  conviction  annexing  thereto 
the  names  and  records  of  the  different  witnesses  examined  before  him, 
and  shall  by  warrant  under  hand  commit  such  person  as  aforesaid : 
Provided,  Any  person  who  shall  conceive  himself  aggrieved  by  any 
act,  judgment,  or  determination  of  any  justice  of  the  peace  or  alder- 
man, in  and  concerning  the  execution  of  this  act,  may  appeal  to  the 
quarter  sessions  of  the  county,  giving  reasonable  notice  thereof,  whose 
order  thereupon  shall  be  final. 

Section  1102.  Employment  for  Vagrants. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  custodian  of  any  such  vagrant  to  make  active  efforts  to  provide 
work  for  every  vagrant  committed  under  this  act  and  not  disqualified 
by  sickness,  old  age,  or  casvialty,  and  whenever  labor  cannot  be  pro- 
vided in  the  place  to  which  any  vagrant  is  committed  it  shall  be  law- 
ful for  such  custodian  and  it  is  hereby  declared  to  be  his  duty,  with 
the  approval  of  the  board  of  directors  of  the  poor,  to  contract  with 
the  proper  authorities  of  any  such  township,  borough,  city,  county  or 
other  persons  to  do  any  work  or  labor  outside  the  place  of  commitment. 
In  all  cases  the  work  or  labor  shall  be  suited  to  the  proper  discipline, 
health,  and  capacity  of  such  vagrant,  and  he  shall  be  fed  and  clothed 
in  a  manner  suited  to  the  nature  of  the  work  engaged  in  and  the  con- 
dition of  the  season ;  and  when  any  such  vagrant  is  committed  under  the 
provisions  of  this  act  to  the  custody  of  the  supervisors  or  street  com- 
missioners and  directors  of  the  poor  of  any  township,  borough,  city, 
or  district  or  county,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  provide  for  him  suitable 
lodging  or  quarters,  either  in  a  station-house  or  other  building. 

Section  1103.  Return  of  Person  without  Settlement  to  their  Homes. 
— If  any  person  not  being  in  the  county,  township,  or  place  in  which 
he  usually  lives  or  has  his  home,  shall  apply  to  any  director  of  the 
poor  of  any  county,  city,  borough,  township,  or  district,  stating  that 
he  is  desirous  to  return  to  his  home,  but  is  poor  and  has  not  the  means 
to  do  so,  the  said  director  may  employ  or  let  out  such  poor  person  to 
labor  at  some  suitable  place  to  be  by  them  selected  and  at  such  wages 
as  shall  seem  to  them  just,  and  when  in  the  opinion  of  said  director 
of  the  poor  such  poor  person  shall  have  earned  a  sufficient  sum  said 
director  of  the  poor  shall  with  the  money  so  earned  and  with  such  ad- 
ditions thereto  from  the  treasury  of  the  county,  city,  borough,  town- 
ship, or  district  as  they  may  think  reasonable,  cause  such  person  to  be 
returned  to  his  home  whether  in  this  State  or  elsewhere. 

Section  1104.  Discharge  of  Vagrants. — The  custodian  of  such  va- 
grant may  at  his  discretion  discharge  such  vagrant  at  any  time  within 
the  term  of  commitment  upon  not  less  than  ten  day's  good  behavior 
or  upon  satisfactory  security  that  he  shall  not  become  a  charge  upon 
the  public  within  one  year  from  the  date  of  such  discharge. 

Section  1105.  Buildings  and  Enclosures  for  Vagrants. — The  di- 
rectors of  every  district  in  which  there  shall  not  be  sufficient  provisions 
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for  the  safe  custody  of  persons  committed  under  this  chapter,  with 
the  approval  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  are  hereby  empowered  to 
make  suitable  provisions  by  buildings  or  enclosures. 

Section  1106.  Fees.  Disposition  of  Fines. — For  each  arrest,  hear- 
ing, or  commitment  made  under  this  chapter  there  shall  be  paid  out 
of  the  county  treasury  to  the  committing  magistrate  and  the  officer 
making  such  arrest  or  commitment  the  sum  of  fifty  cents  each  and 
mileage,  as  now  provided  by  law,  when  such  arrest  is  made  more  than 
one  mile  from  the  prison  or  place  where  such  vagrant  shall  be  com- 
mitted, and  no  mileage  shall  be  allowed  to  any  officer  making  the 
arrest  within  one  mile  of  the  prison  or  place  where  such  vagrant  shall 
be  committed ;  and  no  person  shall  be  detained  beyond  the  term  of 
his  or„  her  commitment  by  reason  of  his  or  her  inability  to  pay  the 
costs  of  his  or  her  arrest,  hearing,  and  comitment,  but  shall  forth- 
with be  discharged  by  the  officer  in  whose  custody  he  may  be.  Any 
wilful  refusal  to  make  such  arrest  on  the  part  of  any  constable  or 
police  officer  shall  subject  him  to  a  penalty  of  five  dollars,  to  be  col- 
lected as  penalties  are  collectible,  and  shall  be  paid  into  the  poor  fund 
of  the  district  in  which  such  officer  resides  if  such  poor  fund  exists  and 
into  the  county  treasury  where  such  poor  fund  does  not  exist. 

Section  1107.  Almshouses  Declared  Workhouses. — All  almshouses 
are  hereby  declared  to  be  workhouses  for  the  purposes  of  this  chapter, 
and  it  is  hereby  made  the  duty  of  the  custodians  of  such  buildings  to 
provide  work  for  such  vagrants  and  to  compel  them  to  work  therein, 
when  able,  not  less  than  six  hours  per  day. 

Section  1108.  Certificates  of  Discharge. — The  custodian  of  any  va- 
grant upon  his  discharge  and  at  his  request  shall  give  him  a  certificate 
of  discharge,  which  shall  exempt  him  from  any  further  arrest  for  va- 
grancy, for  a  period  of  five  days,  and  the  said  custodian  is  hereby 
authorized  to  give  in  his  discretion  to  such  discharged  vagrant  a  rea- 
sonable sum  of  money  out  of  his  earnings  or  out  of  the  treasury  of 
the  township,  borough,  city,  or  county  to  defray  his  expenses  in  se- 
curing employment. 

Section  1109.  Employment  of  Prisoners  on  Poor  Farms. — It  shall 
be  lawful  for  the  authorities  having  control  and  supervision  of  any 
county  jail  or  county  prison  within  this  Commonwealth,  and  they 
are  hereby  empowered,  with  the  approval  of  the  court  of  quarter  ses- 
sions, to  permit  the  employment  of  such  inmates  serving  sentences 
therein,  as  they  shall  deem  advisable,  at  agricultural  labor  on  any  dis- 
trict almshouse  farm  of  the  poor  district  in  which  such  jail  or  prison 
is  located,  by  the  poor  authorities  of  such  district,  under  the  direction 
and  guard  of  the  warden  or  keeper  of  such  jail  or  prison  or  any  dep- 
uty or  deputies  of  such  warden  or  keeper ;  and  all  inmates  so  em- 
ployed shall  at  all  times  be  amenable  to  restraint,  discipline,  and  punish- 
ment in  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  confined  in  the  proper  jail 
or  prison. 

Section  1110.  Liability  of  Warden  or  Keeper  for  Escape. — No  war- 
den or  keeper  or  his  sureties  shall  be  held  liable  on  any  bond  con- 
ditioned for  the  safekeeping  of  persons  given  into  his  care  in  case 
any  inmates  so  employed  shall  escape  if  due  care  and  diligence  has 
been  exercised  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  here  imposed. 
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CHAPTER  XII 


SANATORIA  AND  HOSPITALS 

Section  1200.  Hospitals  for  Tuberculosis. — Poor  districts  in  this  Com- 
monwealth are  authorized  to  acquire  lands,  supply,  erect,  and  equip 
hospitals  or  sanatoria  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  indigent  persons 
afflicted  with  tuberculosis. 

Section  1201.  Equipment  Thereof. — Any  poor  district  may  here- 
after supply,  erect,  and  equip  a  suitable  institution  for  the  mainte- 
nance, care,  and  treatment  of  indigent  persons  afflicted  with  tuber- 
culosis, according  to  plans  and  specifications  approved  by  the  State 
Department  of  Health,  which  hospital  or  sanatorium  shall  be  provided 
with  all  the  modern  appliances  for  the  treatment  of  tuberculosis,  with 
a  medical  superintendent  of  experience  in  the  treatment  of  tubercu- 
losis and  who  shall  be  in  actual  practice  for  at  least  five  years,  in 
which  the  said  patients  are  attended  by  trained  and  skilled  nurses  and 
in  every  way  receive  the  same  care  and  attention  as  they  would  in 
any  State  sanatorivmi  for  care  and  treatment  of  tuberculosis. 

Section  1202.  Appropriation  to  Hospital  or  Society. — Whenever 
there  shall  have  been  established  in  any  poor  district  of  this  Common- 
wealth a  hospital  or  sanatorium  for  the  treatment  therein  of  indigent 
persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  or  whenever  there  shall  have  been 
established  in  any  county  or  district  a  duly  incorporated  society  char- 
tered to  maintain  a  sanatorium  for  the  treatment  therein  of  persons 
suffering  from  tuberculosis,  which  said  hospital  or  sanitorium  has  been 
erected  and  equipped  in  accordance  with  plans  and  specifications  ap- 
proved by  the  State  Department  of  Health,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the 
commissioners  or  directors  of  such  county  or  district  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  empowered  to  appropriate  out  of  the  funds  of  such 
county  to  such  poor  district  or  out  of  the  funds  of  such  district  to 
such  incorporated  society  so  much  money  as  may  be  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  of  indigent  persons,  residents  of  the  county  or  district, 
who  may  be  inmates  of  such  hospital  or  sanatorium  and  under  treat- 
ment for  tuberculosis. 

Section  1203.  Appropriation  Limited. — That  such  appropriation  shall 
not  exceed  for  each  of  such  indigent  inmates  the  sum  of  twenty  dollars 
($20)  per  week  payable  every  three  months  at  the  end  of  the  period. 

Section  1204.  Inspection  by  County  Commissioners. — That  the 
commissioners  of  each  county  at  all  times  shall  have  free  access  to 
such  hospitals  or  sanatoria  for  inspection  of  its  management  and  for 
ascertainment  of  the  number  of  indigent  persons  receiving  treatment 
therein. 

Section  1205.  County  Hospital  for  Contagious  Diseases. — From  and 
after  the  passage  of  this  act  hospitals  for  the  care  and  treatment  of 
persons  suffering  from  contagious  diseases  may  be  constructed  and 
maintained  by  counties  in  this  Commonwealth. 

.Section  1206.  County  Commissioners  to  Provide. — Whenever,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  county  commissioners  of  any  county,  a  hospital  for 
the  care  of  contagious  diseases  appears  to  be  necessary  or  advisable, 
the  said  county  commissioners  may  either  locate  such  a  hospital  on 
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the  grounds  of  the  county  poor  farm,  or  may  purchase  a  suitable  loca- 
tion in  some  other  locality. 

(Amended  1929,  May  6,  P.  L.  1565) 

Section  1207.  Approval  of  Plans  by  Commissioner  of  Health. — 
Plans  and  specifications  may  be  prepared  for  such  hospitals  by  the 
county  commissioners  or  at  their  instance,  which  plans  and  specifi- 
cations must  be  submitted  to  the  Commissioner  of  Health  of  the  Com- 
monwealth of  Pennsylvania  for  his  approval  and  must  be  so  approved 
before  the  construction  of  any  building  is  commenced. 

Section  1208.  Manner  of  Construction. — Upon  the  plans  and  speci- 
fications being  approved  by  the  Commissioner  of  Health  the  said 
hospital  may  be  constructed  and  equipped  in  the  same  manner  that 
other  county  buildings  are  constructed  and  equipped,  and  the  expense 
and  cost  of  such  construction  and  equipment  paid  by  the  county  com- 
missioners out  of  county  funds. 

Section  1209.  Conduct  and  Maintenance  of  Hospital. — After  such 
hospital  is  erected  and  equipped  and  ready  for  occupancy  it  shall  be 
conducted  and  maintained  by  and  under  the  authority  of  the  directors 
of  the  poor  in  the  same  manner  that  the  county  home  and  other  county 
poor  buildings  are  conducted  and  maintained. 

Section  1210.  Payment  of  Expenses. — All  expenses  incident  to  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  contagious  disease  hospitals,  estab- 
lished in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  be  paid  out 
of  county  funds  and  no  appropriations  shall  be  made  to  such  hospitals 
by  the  State. 

Section  1211.  Removal  of  Contagions  Cases  to  Hospital. — In  any 
county  in  which  a  hospital  for  the  care  and  treatment  of  contagious 
diseases  has  been  constructed  and  is  being  maintained,  whenever  in 
the  opinion  of  the  health  authorities  either  the  local  board  or  depart- 
ment of  health  of  any  city  or  borough  in  such  county  or  the  State 
Department  of  Health  proper  quarantine  measures  cannot  be  other- 
wise enforced,  the  said  health  authorities  may  for  the  protection  of 
public  health  and  the  prevention  of  epidemics  of  disease  have  author- 
ity to  remove  cases  of  contagious  disease  from  private  residences  and 
other  places  to  such  hospital  for  treatment  and  isolation  during  the 
continuance  of  such  disease. 

CHAPTER  XIII 

SPECIAL  REVENUE  PROVISIONS 

Section  1300.  Record  of  Fines  for  Use  of  Poor. — It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  every  justice  or  magistrate  who  shall  by  virtue  of  any  law 
of  this  Commonwealth  receive  any  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  appro- 
priated by  law  for  the  use  of  the  poor  forthwith  to  enter  at  length 
on  his  docket  the  name  of  the  person  convicted,  the  ofi:ense  com- 
mitted, the  amount  of  such  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture,  and  the  time 
when  the  same  was  paid,  and  forthwith  such  justice  shall  pay  over 
the  same  to  the  directors  of  the  poor  lawfully  entitled  thereto  and 
shall  at  all  times  if  required  exhibit  his  docket  to  the  inspection  of 
the  auditor  or  controller  of  such  poor  district. 
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Section  1301.  Neglect  of  Duty  by  Justice.— li  any  justice  or  magis- 
trate shall  wilfully  neglect  or  refuse  to  perform  the  duties  enjoined 
on  him  as  aforesaid  touching  any  fine,  penalty,  or  forfeiture  appro- 
priated to  the  use  of  the  poor,  he  shall  on  conviction  thereof  in  the 

court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county  be  deemed  guilty  of 
a  misdemeanor  in  office  and  fined  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  dis- 
trict in  which  he  shall  reside  any  sum  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
($100)  dollars;  and  if  he  shall  be  convicted  of  neglecting  or  re/usmg 
to  pay  over  on  demand  to  the  proper  directors  any  money  which  he 
shall  have  received,  as  aforesaid,  he  shall  be  fined  over  and  above  the 
last  mentioned  sum  any  sum  not  exceeding  double  the  amount  which 
he  shall  have  received,  as  aforesaid,  which  sums  shall  be  recovered  by 
process  of  said  court. 

Section  1302.  Duty  of  Clerk  of  Court.— It  shall  be  the  duty  of 
every  clerk  of  the  court  by  whom  any  fine  shall  be  imposed  which  by 
law  is  to  be  appropriated  in  whole  or  in  part  to  the  use  of  the  poor 
forthwith  to  deliver  a  written  notice  of  the  same  to  the  directors  of 
the  poor  of  the  district  entitled  to  receive  said  fine. 

Section  1303.  Sheriff  to  Pay  over  Fines  Collected.— li  shall  be  the 
duty  of  every  sheriff  who  shall  have  received  any  fine,  penalty,  or 
forfeiture  which  by  law  may  be  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  poor 
to  pay  the  same  to  the  proper  directors  of  the  poor,  and  if  he  shall 
fail  to  do  so  within  five  days  after  demand  he  shall  on  conviction 
thereof  in  the  court  of  quarter  sessions  of  the  proper  county  be  fined 
and  pay  to  the  use  of  the  poor  of  the  proper  district  any  sum  not  ex- 
ceeding double  the  amount  received  by  him,  to  be  recovered  by  the 
process  of  the  said  court. 

Section  1304.  Gifts  to  Poor  Construed.— K\\  gifts,  grants,  devises, 
and  bequests  of  any  houses,  lands,  tenements,  rents,  goods,  chattels, 
sum  or  sums  of  money  to  the  poor  of  any  poor  district  or  to  any 
person  or  persons  for  the  use  of  such  poor,  by  deeds  or  by  last  will 
and  testament  or  otherwise  howsoever,  shall  be  good  and  available  m 
law  and  shall  pass  such  gifts,  grants,  devises,  and  bequests  to  the 
authorities  having  charge  of  the  poor  of  such  poor  district  for  the  use 
of  said  district. 

Section  1305.  Same  to  he  Received  by  Directors. — All  fines,  for- 
feitures, bequests,  gifts,  and  devises  for  the  use  of  the  poor  of  said 
district  or  now  by  law  provided  for  any  poor  district  which  forms  a 
part  of  said  district,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall  go  to  and 
be  received  by  said  directors  of  the  poor,  who  shall  demand  and  re- 
ceive the  same  and  use,  invest,  or  expend  the  same  as  they  in  their 
judgment  deem  best  for  the  purpose  of  providing  support  and  employ- 
ment for  the  poor  and  in  paying  the  debts  of  said  district. 


CHAPTER  XIV 
AUDIT  OF  ACCOUNT 

Section  1400.  Accounts  to  be  Audited. — In  addition  to  the  powers 
and  duties  of  county  auditors  and  of  county  controllers,  as  now  con- 
ferred on  them  by  law,  it  shall  be  their  duty  to  audit,  settle,  and 
adjust  the  accounts  of  the  directors  of  the  poor  and  of  the  treasurer 
and  steward  of  every  county  poorhouse. 
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CHAPTER  XV 


JOINT  DISTRICTS 

Section  1500.  Purchase  or  Lease  of  Real  Estate  and  Erection  of 
Buildings  by  Directors  of  Two  or  More  Districts.  Administration  by 
Joint  Board. — The  directors  of  the  poor  of  any  two  or  more  conveni- 
ently located  poor  districts  are  hereby  authorized,  with  the  approval 
of  the  court  of  common  pleas  in  each  county,  to  jointly  lease  or  pur- 
chase real  estate  and  improve  and  erect  buildings  and  to  provide  tools, 
machinery,  and  stock  as  they  may  deem  necessary  and  proper  to  pro- 
vide a  home  or  farm  for  the  keeping,  maintaining,  and  employing  of 
such  poor  persons  as  may  be  assigned  to  such  home  or  farm  by  the 
directors  of  the  poor  of  such  districts  and  there  to  keep,  maintain, 
and  employ  such  poor  persons  and  receive  the  benefit  of  the  labor  of 
such  as  are  able  to  work  for  and  toward  their  maintenance  and  sup- 
port. The  title  to  such  real  estate  shall  be  taken  in  the  joint  names 
and  for  the  joint  use  of  the  districts  so  uniting.  No  such  joint  action 
as  aforesaid  shall  be  had  until  it  shall  be  separately  ratified  and  entered 
upon  the  records  of  the  respective  districts  so  uniting. 

Section  1501.  Organisation  of  Joint  Boards. — The  directors  of  the 
poor  of  any  two  or  more  poor  districts  uniting  as  provided  in  section 
one  thousand  five  hundred  of  this  act  shall,  before  they  purchase  or 
lease  of  any  real  estate,  meet  as  a  board  on  a  day  certain  and  annually 
thereafter  and  organize  by  electing  a  president,  secretary,  and  treas- 
urer. The  secretary  and  treasurer  may  be  allowed  such  compensation 
as  the  board  may  determine.  The  treasurer  shall  give  bond  in  an 
amount  to  be  fixed  by  the  board,  conditioned  for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  the  duties  of  his  office,  which  bond  shall  be  deposited  with  the 
president  of  said  board. 

Section  1502.  Apportionment  of  Costs  among  Districts  Uniting. — 
The  board  shall  ascertain  the  amount  required  for  the  purchase  or 
leasing  of  real  estate  and  the  improvement  and  construction  of  build- 
ings, together  with  the  cost  of  equipment,  and  shall  apportion  such 
amount  among  the  districts  so  uniting  according  to  their  population  or 
according  to  such  other  method  or  basis  as  may  be  agreed  upon  before 
such  joint  action  starts,  and  the  directors  of  such  districts  are  hereby 
authorized  to  pay  from  the  poor  funds  of  their  respective  districts  into 
the  treasury  of  the  board  the  amounts  thus  apportioned  to  their  re- 
spective districts. 

Section  1503.  Authority  to  Borrozu  Money,  Issue  Bonds,  and  Levy 
Special  Taxes. — At  any  time  after  the  organization  of  the  board  the 
directors  of  the  separate  districts  so  uniting  are  authorized  to  borrow 
money  and  issue  bonds  therefor  and  negotiate  the  same  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  money  to  carry  out  the  provisions  of  section  one  thou- 
sand five  hundred  and  two  of  this  act.  Such  bonds  shall  be  payable 
by  the  separate  districts  issuing  them  and  shall  not  bear  interest  at  a 
greater  rate  than  six  per  centum  nor  be  sold  below  par.  They  may 
be  renewed  from  time  to  time,  should  the  directors  deem  it  advisable 
to  do  so.  For  the  purpose  of  paying  each  district's  share  of  the  cost 
of  such  joint  purchase  or  lease  of  real  estate  and  the  permanent  im- 
proving and  equipping  of  the  same  or  for  the  purpose  of  paying  debts 
incurred  or  bonds  issued  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  section, 
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the  directors  of  the  poor  of  the  respective  districts  are  hereby  _  author- 
ized to  pay  from  the  poor  funds  of  their  respective  districts  into  the 
treasury  of  the  board  for  a  building  or  bond  fund  the  amount  ap- 
portioned in  the  manner  provided  in  section  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  two  in  addition  to  the  poor  tax  for  current  expenses. 

Section  1504.  Management  and  Control  of  Property. — The  board 
shall  have  control,  management,  and  direction  of  the  property  leased 
or  purchased  as  aforesaid  and  shall  provide  those  things  necessary  for 
the  maintenance  and  employment  of  inmates,  make  necessary  repairs 
and  improvements  of  buildings  and  lands,  cause  the  land  to  be  culti- 
vated, and  use  the  proceeds  of  such  land  and  of  the  labor  of  the  in- 
mates for  and  toward  the  support  and  maintenance  of  the  home  or 
farm.  The  board  shall  elect  each  year  and  fix  their  compensation  a 
superintendent  and  such  assistants  and  employes  as  they  shall  deem 
necessary,  and  they  may  appoint  a  physician  and  surgeon,  all  of  whom 
shall  be  subject  to  removal  by  the  board  at  any  time. 

Section  1505.  Meetings  of  Board,  Quorum.  Record  of  Proceedings. 
— A  majority  of  the  directors  of  the  districts  so  uniting  shall  be  a 
quorum  for  the  transaction  of  business.  Thdy  shall  meet  at  such 
regular  times  and  places  as  they  may  agree  upon,  visit  and  inspect 
the  hoine  and  farm  and  examine  into  its  management,  see  that  the 
inmates  are  properly  treated  and  cause  any  just  grievances  to  be  cor- 
rected or  redressed,  and  shall  keep  a  record  of  their  proceedings,  which 
shall  be  evidence  of  their  actions  in  any  subsequent  judicial  proceedings. 
The  board  may  appoint  an  executive  committee  consisting  of  such 
number  of  members  of  the  board  as  may  be  agreed  upon  and  may 
delegate  to  such  committee  such  powers  and  duties  as  the  board  may 
deem  proper.  The  expenses  of  the  board  and  of  the  executive  com- 
mittee shall  be  paid  out  of  the  joint  fund.  No  contract  shall  be  ap- 
proved nor  any  expenditure  authorized  of  over  five  hundred  dollars 
except  upon  the  vote  of  two-thirds  of  the  board. 

Section  1506.  Apportionment  of  Maintenance  Expenses  among  Dis- 
tricts.— The  board  shall  at  its  annual  meeting  for  organization,  or 
as  soon  thereafter  as  possible,  make  a  careful  written  estimate  of  the 
amount  of  money  they  deem  necessary  for  the  proper  maintenance, 
operation,  and  support  of  said  poor  home  or  farm  for  the  ensuing 
year.  The  amount  or  amounts  so  determined  upon  shall  be  apportioned 
among  the  several  districts  so  uniting  according  to  such  method  or 
basis  as  may  have  been  agreed  upon  before  such  joint  action  started, 
and  the  directors  of  the  poor  of  the  several  districts  are  authorized 
and  required  to  pay  or  to  make  provision  to  pay  as  needed  out  of 
their  poor  fund  to  the  treasurer  of  the  board  the  amount  also  ap- 
portioned to  their  respective  districts.  Any  income  arising  from  the 
operation  of  said  home  or  farm  may  be  used  to  lessen  the  current 
expense  to  the  several  districts  for  improvements,  stock,  and  equip- 
ment, or  at  the  option  of  the  board  may  be  distributed  among  the 
several  districts  according  to  such  method  or  basis  as  may  have  been 
agreed  upon. 

Section  1507.  Accounts  and  Audit.- — ^The  board  shall  keep  accurate 
accounts  of  all  moneys  received  and  paid  by  them  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties.  All  accounts  shall  be  audited  by  a  board  of  three  audi- 
tors appointed  by  concurrence  of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  of  the 
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counties  constituting  such  poor  district,  which  shall  fix  their  compen- 
sation. 

Section  1508.  Discontinuance  of  Joint  District. — Whenever  such 
districts  so  uniting  shall  agree  to  discontinue  such  joint  action  and 
ownership,  or  where  one  or  more  districts  shall  desire  to  discontinue 
such  joint  action  and  ownership,  the  joint  assets  and  indebtedness, 
or  the  share  thereof,  such  district  or  districts  shall  be  apportioned  or 
adjusted  as  may  be  agreed  upon.  In  case  of  failure  so  to  agree  the 
matter  may  be  adjudicated  by  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  any  con- 
stituent county  by  a  proceeding  in  equity. 

Approvei>— The  14th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1925. 

GIFFORD  PINCHOT. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  Act  of  the  General 
Assembly  No.  413. 

CLYDE  L.  KING, 
Secretary  of  the  Commonwealth. 
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COMMONWEALTH  OF  PENNSYLVANIA 
DEPARTMENT  OF  WELFARE 


HARRISBURG 

• 

May  1,  1936. 

Honorable  John  D.  Pennington, 
Secretan'  of  Welfare, 
Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania, 
Harrisburg. 

Dear  Sir : 

Heretofore,  the  General  Poor  Relief  Act  of  1925,  P.  L.  762,  and 
the  amendments  thereto  made  at  the  sessions  of  the  General  Assembly 
in  1927,  1929,  1931,  1933  and  1935,  were  printed  separately  as  the 
law  was  amended.  The  amendments  now  are  so  numerous  that  to 
continue  reprinting-  according  to  the  former  practice  would  be  un- 
economical and  would  perpetuate  the  inconvenience  now  encountered 
in  immediately  locating  desired  sections  of  the  law. 

Therefore,  there  is  attached  hereto  a  compilation  of  the  General  Poor 
Relief  Act  and  all  the  amendments  thereto  as  above-mentioned,  assembled 
in  consecutive  numerical  order,  for  printing  in  book  form. 

In  addition,  as  a  new  departure  in  the  Department  of  Welfare,  there 
is  also  attached  hereto,  an  index  which  will  facilitate  the  location  of  the 
various  sections  of  the  Act.  This  improvement  will  result  in  con- 
siderable time  saving  in  the  Department  of  Welfare  and  to  those 
responsible  for  the  administration  of  the  Act. 

Respectfully, 

EDITH  B.  DE  WITT 
Deputy  Secretary  of  Welfare. 

— A— 

Abolished,  Local  Poor  Districts,  sec.  215,  page  8. 

Accounts  and  Audit,  sec.  1507,  page  35. 

Accounts,  to  be  Audited,  sec.  1400,  page  33. 

Act  Applies  Throughout  State,  sec.  601,  page  14. 

Act,  What  it  does  not  Include,  sec.  2,  page  3. 

Action,  Legal  Form  of,  sec.  1007,  page  25. 

Act  Not  Complete  System  for  Poor  Taxes,  sec.  7,  page  4. 

Act  Supersedes  and  Prevails  over  Previous  Enactments  Found  Incon- 
sistent or  Incompatible,  sec.  8,  page  4. 

Administration  and  Creation  of  Poor  Districts,  sec.  200,  page  5. 

Administration  by  Joint  Board.  Purchase  or  Lease  of  Real  Estate  and 
Erection  of  Buildings  by  Directors  of  Two  or  More  Districts,  sec.  1500, 
page  34. 
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Almshouse,  not  to  keep  in,  Children  Between  Two  and  Sixteen  Years 
of  Age,  sec.  904,  page  22. 
Almshouse  Plans,  Approved  by  Department  of  Welfare,  sec.  700,  page  15. 
Almshouses  Declared  Workhouses,  sec.  1107,  page  30. 
Anatomical  Board,  Report  to,  sec.  502,  page  13. 

Annual  Report,  Department  of  Internal  Affairs,  The  Forms  for,  sec.  227, 
page  11. 

Appeals  from  Court,  sec.  709,  page  17. 
Appearance  at  Court,  sec.  1010,  page  26. 

Appointment,  Viewers  to  Fix  Compensation,  sec.  707,  page  17. 
Appointment,  Viewers  to  Inspect  New  Buildings,  sec.  716,  page  18. 
Apportionment,  Costs  Among  Districts  Uniting,  sec.  1502,  page  34. 
Apportionment,   Maintenance    Expenses   among   Districts,    sec.  1506, 
page  35. 

Appropriation  Limited,  sec.  1203,  page  31. 
Appropriation  to  Hospital  or  Society,  sec.  1202,  page  31. 
Appropriations,  Associations  for  Relief  of  Poor,  sec.  910,  page  23. 
Approval,  Plans  by  Commissioner  of  Health,  sec.  1207,  page  32. 
Attachment  may  Issue  upon  Default,  sec.  1013,  page  27. 
Audit  of  Accounts;  Financial  Report  to  Department  of  Internal  Affairs, 
sec.  223,  page  10. 

Authority  to  Borrow  Money,  Issue  Bonds,  and  Levy  Special  Taxes, 
sec.  1503,  page  34. 

— B— 

Bequests,  Directors  to  Receive,  sec.  1305,  page  33. 
Blind,  Relief  of  Indigent  Deaf,  Dumb  and,  sec.  907,  page  23. 
Board  Meetings,  Quorum,  Record  of  Proceedings,  sec.  1505,  page  35. 
Boards,  Organization  of  Joint,  sec.  1501,  page  34. 
Bonds,  Issue,  sec.  1503,  page  34. 
Borrow  Money,  Authority  to,  sec.  1503,  page  34. 
Budget  and  Financial  Reqirements,  sec.  226,  page  11. 
Buildings  and  Enclosures  for  Vagrants,  sec.  1105,  page  29. 
Buildings,  Appointment  of  Viewers  to  Inspect  New,  sec.  716,  page  18. 
Buildings,  County  Commissioners  to  Levy  and  Collect  Tax  for  such, 
sec.  714,  page  18. 

Buildings,  Directors  to  Provide  Suitable,  sec.  216,  page  8. 
Buildings,  Erection  of,  sec.  1500,  page  34. 

Buildings,  Grounds,  and  Records,  Inspection  of,  sec.  224,  page  10. 
Buildings,  Plans  and  Specifications  and  Contracts  for  New,  sec.  715, 
page  18. 

Buildings,  Viewers  of  New,  sec.  218,  page  9. 
Burial  of  Indigent  Persons,  sec.  911,  page  23. 

— C— 

Care  of  Transient,  sec.  804,  page  21. 
Certificates  of  Discharge,  sec.  1108,  page  30. 
Children,  Placing  of,  sec.  905,  page  22. 

Children  Between  Two  and  Sixteen  Years  of  Age  Not  to  be  Kept  in 
Almshouse,  sec.  904,  page  22. 

Classes  of  Poor  Districts,  Four,  sec.  201,  page  5. 

Clerk  of  Court,  Duty  of,  sec.  1302,  page  33. 

Coal,  Leasing  of  Poor  Farms  for,  sec.  712,  page  18. 

Collection  and  Levy  of  Taxes,  sec.  222,  page  10. 

Commissioner  of  Health,  Approval  of  Plans  by,  sec.  1207,  page  32. 

Commitment  of  Vagrants,  sec.  1101,  page  28. 

Common  Pleas  Court,  Sale  of  Poorhouse  Property,  sec.  703,  page  16. 
Compensation,  Appointment  of  Viewers  to  Fix,  sec.  707,  page  17. 
Conduct  and  Maintenance  of  Hospital,  sec.  1209,  page  32. 
Constitution  of  Existing  Laws,  sec.  3,  page  3. 
Construction,  Manner  of,  sec.  1208,  page  32. 
Contagious  Cases,  Removal  to  Hospital,  sec.  1211,  page  32. 
Contagious  Diseases,  County  Hospital  for,  sec.  1205,  page  31. 
Contract,  Penalty  for  Violating  Requirements,  sec.  604,  page  15. 
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Contracts,  Directors  Not  to  be  Interested  In,  sec.  602,  page  14. 
Contracts  of  Five  Hundred  Dollars  or  More  to  be  in  Writing,  sec.  603, 
page  15. 

Contracts.  Plans  and  Specifications  for  New  Buildings,  sec.  715,  page  18. 
Control  of  Property,  Management,  sec.  1504,  page  35. 
Conventions,  Directors  Authorized  to  Attend,  sec.  605,  page  15. 
Cost,  Maintenance  Deaf,  Dumb  or  Blind  to  Care  of  Certain  Associations, 
sec.  909,  page  23. 

Costs,  Apportionment  of,  Among  Districts  Uniting,  sec.  1502,  page  34. 
Costs,  Contagious  Diseases.  Hospital  Construction,  sec.  1210,  page  32. 
Costs,  Liability  for,  sec.  802,  page  21. 

County  Commissioners,  Inspection  by,  sec.  1204,  page  31. 
County  Commissioners  to  Levy  and  Collect  Tax  for  Buildings,  sec.  714, 
psgB  18 

County  Commissioners  to  Provide  Sanatoria  or  Hospitals,  sec.  1206, 
page  31. 

County  Home,  Removal  of  Poor  to,  sec.  214,  page  7. 
County  Hospitals,  Contagious  Diseases,  sec.  1205,  page  31. 
County  Treasurer,  Treasurer  of  District,  sec.  212,  page  7. 
Court,  Appeals,  sec.  709,  page  17. 

Court,  Security  for  Appearance  at,  sec.  1010,  page  26. 
Court  to  Make  Order,  sec.  1011,  page  27. 

Court,  Viewers  to  Estimate  Damages  and  Report  to,  sec.  708,  page  17. 
Courts  of  Common  Pleas  Authorized  to  Decree  Sale  of  Poorhouse 
Property,  sec.  703,  page  16. 

— D— 

Damages,  Paid  into  Court  When  Title  Disputed,  sec.  710,  page  18. 
Damages,  Paid  to  Owner  When  Finally  Determmed,  sec.  711,  page  18. 
Deaf,  Dumb  or  Blind.  Relief  of  Indigent,  sec.  907,  page  23. 
Deaf,  Dumb  or  Blind,  Removal,  to  Care  of  Certain  Associations,  sec.  908, 

^^Deaf  Dumb  or  Blind,  to  Care  of  Certain  Associations,  sec.  909,  page  23. 
Deceased,  Real  Estate  Claims  Against,  sec.  1002,  page  24. 
Default,  Attachment  May  Issue  Upon,  sec.  1013,  page  27. 
Definitions,  sec.  10,  page  4.  ^      .        ,  +  *  007 

Department  of  Internal  Affairs,  Forms  for  Annual  Report  to,  sec.  227, 

Deserters,  Seizure  of  Property  of,  sec.  1009,  page  26. 
Directors  and  Overseers,  Notice,  sec.  213,  page  7. 
Directors  Authorized  to  Attend  Conventions,  sec.  605,  page  lb. 
Directors  Declared  County  Officers,  sec.  600,  page  14. 
Directors,  Election  of,  sec.  302,  page  12. 

Directors  Not  to  be  Interested  in  Contracts,  sec.  602,  page  14. 
Directors,  Number  of,  sec.  300,  page  12  ^       w  i-p 

Directors  to  Keep  Records  Prescribed  by  Department  of  Welfaie,  sec. 

500,  page  13.  ^.  n-io  o 

Directors  to  Provide  Suitable  Buildings,  sec.  216  page  8. 
Directors,  Gifts,  etc.,  to  be  received  by,  sec.  1305,  page  ^6. 
Discharge,  Certificates  of,  sec.  1108,  page  30. 
Discharge  of  Vagrants,  sec.  1104,  page  29. 
Discontinuance  of  Joint  District,  sec.  1508,  page  36. 

Disease,  Reports  of  Persons  Applying  for  Treatment  of,  sec.  501,  page  16. 
District,  Expenses  Paid  by,  sec.  606,  page  15. 
Disposition  of  Fines,  Fees,  sec.  1106,  page  30.  . 
Disposition  of  Property  of  Old  District,  sec.  210,  page  5. 
Disputed  Title,  sec.  710,  page  18. 

District,  Leaving  Poor  Person  In,  sec.  805,  page  21.       .  . 

District,  Maintenance  of  Poor  in  Almshouse  of  Adjoining,  sec.  W6, 

^^Districts,  Discontinuance  of  Joint,  sec.  1508,  page  36. 

Districts,  Four  Classes  of,  sec.  201,  page  5. 

Districts,  Election  in  Newly  Created,  sec.  301,  page  12. 

District  May  Require  Bonds  from  Contractors  for  Protection  of  Mate- 
rial Men,  sec.  701,  page  15. 
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Domain,  Right  of  Eminent,  sec.  705,  page  16. 
Duty,  Clerk  of  Court,  sec.  1302,  page  33. 
Duty,  Neglect  of  by  Justice,  sec.  1301,  page  33. 

— E— 

Election  in  Newly  Created  Districts,  sec.  301,  page  12. 
Election  of  Directors,  sec.  302,  page  12. 
Election  of  Officers,  sec.  211,  page  6. 
Eminent  Domain,  Right  of,  sec.  705,  page  16. 
Employment  for  Vagrants,  sec.  1102,  page  29. 
Employment  of  Poor  on  Highways,  sec.  902,  page  22. 
Employment  of  Prisoners  on  Poor  Farms,  sec.  1109,  page  30. 
Enactments,  Inconsistent  or  Incompatible,  Act  Supersedes,  sec.  8,  page  4. 
Equipment,  Sanatoria  and  Hospitals,  sec.  1201,  page  31. 
Escape,  Liability  of  Warden  or  Keeper  for,  sec.  1110,  page  30. 
Estate  of  Pauper  Liable  for  the  Expense  of  Maintenance,  sec.  1000,  page 
24. 

Expenses,  Apportionment  of  Maintenance,  among  Districts,  sec.  1506, 
page  35. 

Expenses,  Payment  of  Contagious  Hospital  Construction,  sec.  1210, 
page  32. 

Expenses,  Convention  Paid  by  District,  sec.  606,  page  15. 

— F— 

Fees.    Disposition  of,  sec.  1106,  page  30. 
Financial,  and  Budget  Requirements,  sec.  226,  page  11. 
Financial  Report  to  Department  of  Internal  Affairs;  Audit  of  Accounts, 
sec.  1223,  page  10. 

Fines  Collected,  Sheriff  to  Pay  over,  sec.  1303,  page  33. 

Fines,  Directors  to  Receive,  sec.  1305,  page  33. 

Fines,  Disposition  of,  sec.  1106,  page  30. 

Fines,  Record  of,  for  Use  of  the  Poor,  sec.  1300,  page  32. 

Fire,  Rebuilding  of  Poorhouses  Destroyed  by,  sec.  713,  page  18. 

Form  of  Legal  Action,  sec.  1007,  page  25. 

Forms,  Annual  Report  to  Department  of  Internal  Affairs,  sec.  227,  page 
11. 

— G— 

Gas,  Leasing  of  Poor  Farms  for,  sec.  712,  page  18. 
Gifts,  Directors  to  Receive,  sec.  1305,  page  33. 
Gifts  to  Poor  Construed,  sec.  1304,  page  33. 
Grounds,  Inspection  of,  sec.  224,  page  10. 
Guardianship  of  Pauper,  sec.  1003,  page  24. 

— H— 

Highways,  Poor  may  be  Employed  on,  sec.  902,  page  22. 
Homes,  Return  of  Persons  without  Settlement  to,  sec.  1103,  page  29. 
Hospital,  Conduct  and  Maintenance  of,  sec.  1209,  page  32. 
Hospital,  Removal  to  of  Contagious  Cases,  sec.  1211,  page  32. 
Hospital  or  Society,  Appropriation  to,  sec.  1202,  page  31. 
Hospital,  Construction  Cost,  Contagious  Disease,  sec.  1210,  page  32. 
Hospitals,  County  Commissioners  to  Provide,  sec.  1206,  page  31. 
Hospitals,  Tuberculosis,  sec.  1200,  page  31. 

— I— 

Improvements  and  Repairs,  sec.  220,  page  9. 
Inconsistent  Enactments,  Act  Supersedes,  sec.  8,  page  4. 
Incompatible  Enactments,  Act  Supersedes,  sec.  8,  page  4. 
Indigent  Persons,  Burial  of,  sec.  911,  page  23. 

Internal  Affairs,  Department  of.  Form  of  Annual  Report,  sec.  227,  page 
11. 

Inspection  by  County  Commissioners,  sec.  1204,  page  31. 
Inspection  of  Buildings,  Grounds,  and  Records,  sec.  224,  page  10. 
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— J— 


Joint  Boards,  Organization  of,  sec.  1501,  page  34. 
Joint  District,  Discontinuance  of,  sec.  1508,  page  36. 
Jurisdiction  of  Quarter  Sessions,  sec.  803,  page  21. 
Justice,  Neglect  of  Duty  by,  sec.  1301,  page  33. 

— L— 

Land  Taken,  Property  of  Poor  District  to  be  Security  for,  sec.  706, 
page  17. 

Lease  or  Purchase  of  Real  Estate  and  Erection  of  Buildings  by  Directors 
of  Two  or  More  Districts.  Administration  by  Joint  Board,  sec.  1500, 
page  34. 

Leasing  of  Poor  Farms  for  Coal,  Oil  or  Gas,  sec.  712,  page  18. 
Leasing  of  Real  Estate  of  Paupers,  sec.  1004,  page  25. 
Leaving  Poor  Person  in  District,  sec.  805,  page  21. 
Legal  Action,  Form  of,  sec.  1007,  page  25. 
Legal  and  Quasi  Settlements,  sec.  800,  page  19. 
Levy  and  Collection  of  Taxes,  sec.  222,  page  10. 
Levy  Special  Taxes,  Authority  to,  sec.  1503,  page  34. 
Liabilities  and  Existing  Rights,  Preservation  of,  sec.  6,  page  4. 
Liability  for  Costs,  sec.  802,  page  21. 
Liability  for  Support,  sec.  800,  page  19. 

Liability  of  Warden  or  Keeper  for  Escape,  sec.  1110,  page  30. 
Limitations,  Statute  of  No  Defense,  sec.  1016,  page  28. 
Loans,  Temporary,  sec.  225,  page  10. 
Local  Poor  Districts  Abolished,  sec.  215,  page  8. 

— M— 

Maintained,  Poor  Persons  Unable  to  Work  to  be,  sec.  901,  page  22. 
Maintenance,  Estate  of  Pauper  Liable  for  Expense,  sec.  1000,  page  24. 
Maintenance,  Expenses,  Apportionment  of,  sec.  1506,  page  35. 
Maintenance  of  Poor  in  Almshouse  of  Adjoining  District,  sec.  903, 
page  22. 

Maintenance  of  Poor  Persons,  sec.  900,  page  22. 
Maintenance,  Order  on  Relatives  for.  sec.  1015,  page  27. 
Management  and  Control  of  Property,  sec.  1504,  page  35. 
Manner  of  Construction,  sec.  1208,  page  32. 

Material  Men,  Districts  May  Require  Bonds  from  Contractors  for 
Protection  of,  sec.  701,  page  15. 

Meetings,  Record  of  Proceedings,  sec.  221,  page  9. 
Money,  Borrow,  sec.  1503,  page  34. 

Money  Due  Pauper,  Poor  Authorities  to  Collect,  sec.  1006,  page  25. 
Moneys  Expended,  Poor  Authorities  May  Sue  for,  sec.  1001,  page  24. 

— N— 

"Needy  and  Indigent  Poor",  Quarantined  Persons  Considered,  sec.  906, 
page  22. 

Neglect  of  Duty  by  Justice,  sec.  1301,  page  33. 
Newly  Created  Districts,  Election  in,  sec.  301,  page  12. 
Notice  to  Overseers  and  Directors,  sec.  213,  page  7. 
Number  of  Directors,  sec.  300,  page  12. 

— O— 

Officers,  Directors  Declared  County,  sec.  600,  page  14. 
Oil,  Leasing  of  Poor  Farms  for,  sec.  712,  page  18. 
Old  District  Property,  Disposition  of,  sec.  210,  page  6. 
Order,  Court  to  Make  Appearance,  sec.  1011,  page  27. 
Order  of  Removal,  sec.  801,  page  20. 

Order  on  Relatives  for  Maintenance,  sec.  1015,  page  27. 
Organization  of  Joint  Boards,  sec.  1501,  page  34. 
Overseers  Notice,  sec.  213,  page  7. 
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_p_ 


Pauper,  Estate  Liable  for  Maintenance,  sec.  1000,  page  24. 
Pauper,  Guardianship  of,  sec.  1003,  page  24. 

Pauper,  Refund  of  Unexpected  Money  Belonging  to,  sec.  1008,  page  26 
Paupers,  Leasing  of  Real  Estate  of,  sec.  1004,  page  25. 
Paupers,  Status  of  Claim  Against  Real  Estate  of  Deceased,  sec.  1002 
page  24.  ' 
Penalty  for  not  Complying  with  Order  of  Support,  sec.  1014,  page  27. 
Penalty  for  Violation,  sec.  604,  page  15. 

Persons  Applying  for  Treatment  of  Disease,  Reports  of,  sec.  501,  page  13. 
Placing  Children,  sec.  905,  page  22. 

Plans  and  Specifications  and  Contracts  for  New  Buildings,  sec.  715, 
page  18. 

Plans  of  Almshouse  to  be  Approved  by  Department  of  Welfare,  sec. 
700,  page  15. 

Poor,  Appropriations  to  Associations  for  Relief  of,  sec.  910,  page  23. 

Poor  Authorities  May  Sue  for  Moneys  Expended,  sec.  1001,  page  24. 

Poor  Authorities  to  Collect  Money  Due  Pauper,  sec.  1006,  page  25. 

Poor  Authorities  to  Sue  for  and  Recover  Property  of  Paupers,  sec. 
1005,  page  25. 

Poor  Districts,  Classes  of,  sec.  201,  page  5. 

Poor  Districts,  Creation  and  Administration,  sec.  200,  page  5. 

Poor  Districts,  Local,  Abolished,  sec.  215,  page  8. 

Poor  Farms,  Employment  of  Prisoners  on,  sec.  1107,  page  30. 

Poor  Person,  Leaving  in  District,  sec.  805,  page  21. 

Poor  May  be  Employed  on  Highways,  sec.  902,  page  22. 

Poor  Persons,  Maintenance  of,  sec.  900,  page  22. 

Poor  Persons,  Unable  to  Work  to  be  Maintained,  sec.  901,  page  22. 

Poor  Property,  Sale  of,  sec.  217,  page  9. 

Poor  Taxes  System,  Act  not  Complete,  sec.  7,  page  4. 

Poorhouse  Property,  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  Authorized  to  Decree 
Sale  of,  sec.  703,  page  16. 

Poorhouse  Property,  Procedure  of  Sale,  sec.  704,  page  16. 

Poorhouses  Destroyed  by  Fire,  Rebuilding  of,  sec.  713,  page  18. 

Previous  Enactments  Found  Inconsistent  or  Incompatible,  Act  Super- 
sedes and  Prevails,  sec.  8,  page  4. 

Preservation  of  Existing  Rights  and  Liabilities,  sec.  6,  page  4. 

Prior  Act,  Reference  to,  by  Title,  sec.  5,  page  4. 

Prisoners',  Escape,  Warden  Liable  for,  sec.  1110,  page  30. 

Prisoners  on  Poor  Farms,  Employment  of,  sec.  1107,  page  30. 

Proceedings,  Record  of,  Meetings,  sec.  221,  page  9. 

Procedure,  Sale  of  Poorhouse  Property,  sec.  704,  page  16. 

Property  of  Deserters,  Seizure  of,  sec.  1009,  page  26. 

Property,  Management  and  Control  of,  sec.  1504,  page  35. 

Property  of  Poor  District  to  be  Security  for  Land  Taken,  sec.  706, 
page  17. 

Property  of  Old  District,  Disposition  of,  sec.  210,  page  6. 
Provisions  in  Act  Severable,  sec.  4,  page  4. 

Purchase  or  Lease  of  Real  Estate  and  Erection  of  Buildings  by  Direc- 
tors of  Two  or  More  Districts.  Administration  by  Joint  Board,  sec.  1500, 
page  34. 

-Q- 

Quarantined  Persons  Considered  "Needy  and  Indigent  Poor,"  sec.  906, 
page  22. 

Quarter  Sessions,  Jurisdiction  of,  sec.  803,  page  21. 
Quorum,  Rules  and  Regulations,  sec.  219,  page  9. 

— R— 

Real  Estate,  Claims  Against  Deceased,  sec.  1002,  page  24. 
Real  Estate  of  Paupers,  Leasing  of,  sec.  1004,  page  25. 
Rebuilding  of  Poorhouses  Destroyed  by  Fire,  sec.  713,  page  18. 
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Record  of  Fines  for  Use  of  Poor,  sec.  1300,  page  32. 
Record  of  Proceedings,  Meetings,  sec.  221,  page  9. 

Record  of  Proceedings,  Meetings  of  Board,  Quorum,  sec.  1505,  page  35. 
Records,  Inspection  of.  sec.  224,  page  10. 

Records  Prescribed  bv  Department  of  Welfare.  Directors  to  Keep,  sec. 
500.  page  13. 

Recover  Property  of  Paupers,  Poor  Authorities  to  Sue  for  and.  sec. 
1005,  page  25. 

Refund  of  Unexpected  Money  Belonging  to  Pauper,  sec.  1008.  page  26. 
Regulations.  Rules  for  Quorum,  sec.  219,  page  9, 
Relatives  Liable  for  Support,  sec.  1012.  page  27. 
Relief  of  Indigent  Deaf  and  Dumb  or  Blind,  sec.  907.  page  23. 
Removal  of  Contagious  Cases  to  Hospital,  sec.  1211.  page  32. 
Removal  of  Deaf  and  Dumb  or  Blind  to  Care  of  Certain  Associations, 
sec.  908.  page  23. 

Removal  of  Poor  to  County  Home,  sec.  214,  page  7. 

Removal  Order,  sec.  801,  page  20. 

Repairs  and  Improvements,  sec.  220,  page  9. 

Report,  Annual.  Forms  for.  Department  of  Internal  Affairs,  sec.  227, 
page  11. 

Reports  of  Persons  Applying  for  Treatment  of  Disease,  sec.  501,  page  13. 
Reports  to  Anatomical  Board,  sec.  502,  page  13. 
Requirements,  Budget  and  Financial,  sec.  226,  page  11. 
Return  of  Persons  Without   Settlement  to   Their  Homes,   sec.  1103, 
page  29. 

Right  of  Eminent  Domain,  sec.  705,  page  16. 
Right  to  Sue.  sec.  702,  page  16. 

Rights  and  Liabilities,  Preservation  of,  sec.  6,  page  4. 
Rules  and  Regulations,  Quorum,  sec.  219,  page  9. 

— S— 

Salaries,  sec.  400,  page  12. 

Sale,  Poor  Property,  sec.  217.  page  9. 

Sale,  Poorhouse  Property,  sec.  703,  page  16. 

Sanatoria,  County  Commissioners,  to  Provide,  sec.  1206.  page  31. 

Security  for  Appearance  at  Court,  sec.  1010,  page  26. 

Seizure  of  Property  of  Deserters,  sec.  1009,  page  26. 

Settlement,  Return  to  Home,  Person  Without,  sec.  1103,  page  29. 

Settlements.  Legal  and  Quasi,  sec.  800,  page  19. 

Sheriff  to  Remit  Fines  Collected,  sec.  1303,  page  33. 

Specifications,  New  Building,  sec.  715,  page  18. 

Status  of  Claim  Against  Real  Estate  of  Deceased  Pauper,  sec.  1002, 
page  24. 

Statute  of  Limitations,  No  Defense,  sec.  1016,  page  28. 
Support,  Liability  for,  sec.  800,  page  19. 

Support,  Penalty  for  Not  Complying  With  Order  of,  sec.  1014,  page  27. 

Support,  Relatives  Liable  for,  sec.  1012,  page  27. 

System  for  Poor  Taxes,  Act  Not  Complete,  sec.  7,  page  4. 


— T— 

Taxes,  Levy  and  Collection  of.  sec.  222,  page  10. 

Taxes,  Special  Levy  of,  sec.  1503,  page  34. 

Temporary  Loans,  sec.  225,  page  10. 

Title,  Dispute,  sec.  710,  page  18. 

Title.  Reference  to  Prior  Act  by,  sec.  5,  page  4. 

Transient,  Care  of,  sec.  804,  page  21. 

Treasurer  of  District,  to  be  County  Treasurer,  sec.  212,  page  7. 
Tuberculosis.  Hospitals  for,  sec.  1200.  page  31. 

— U— 


Uniting  Districts,  Apportionment  Costs  Among,  sec.  1502.  page  34. 
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— V— 


Vagrants,  Buildings  and  Enclosures  for,  sec.  1105,  page  29. 
Vagrants,  Commitment  of,  sec.  1101,  page  28. 
Vagrants,  Discharge  of,  sec.  1104,  page  29. 
Vagrants,  Employment  for,  sec.  1102,  page  29. 
Vagrants,  Who  Are,  sec.  1100,  page  28. 
Vacancies,  sec.  303,  page  12. 

Viewers,  Appointment  of.  To  Inspect  New  Buildings,  sec.  716,  page  18 
Viewers  of  New  Buildings,  sec.  218,  page  9. 

Viewers  to  Estimate  Damages  and  Report  to  Court,  sec.  708,  page  17. 
Violation,  Contract  Requirements,  Penalty  for,  sec.  604,  page  15. 

— W— 

Wardens,  Liability  for  Prisoners'  Escape,  sec.  1110,  page  30. 
Workhouses,  Almshouses,  Declared,  sec.  1107,  page  30. 
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